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The Preface to the Chriſtian and 
Candid Reader. 


Mee Lthough the Diſputes and Controverſies in Re- 
/\ Vas) [1g 10n, have multiplied themſelves into many 
J/N\Q, large and tedious Volumes, yet, I believe, 

St» Chriſtian Reader, thou wilt eafily- agree with 
".\ * woe', that were but one Queſtion rightly 
flated, and throughly believed, moſt other might ſafely be 
neglefted by #5,45 Uſeltſs and Impertinent.. And the Que- 
ftion 6 this, Whether the: Scriptures be the Word of 
God:; or, ts uſe an Expreſsion, which will give no Party 
offence, A full and perfect declaration of Gods Wil), 
Werethy but once really aſſented to,who doth not ſee,that all 
Adaditionals. are either. Impious, or, elſe, at the beſt; but 
needleſs and unneceſſary Appendixes : much like rotten and 
painted Poſts, affixed unto a ſtately Edifice 5 which do not 
only: deface the Beauty of the Bnilding, but likewiſe make 
the frengtb of it to be ſuſpetitd, Since Scripture, if it 1n- 
aeed\it:drd come. from God; doth beft alone, without the leaſt 
wixture of Hamane Inveitions to nnderprop it. 

Thus therefore ts that great thine, which in this following 
Treatiſe I have undertaken to demonſtrate, in a Method, if 
11. Reaxing and Obſervation fail me not, which none have 
attempted before me : For whereas there are two mm by 
FREE whic 
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To the Reader. 


which men ordinarily do come to be aſcertained of the Truth 
of Scripture : The one, by an Inward Experimental Aſſu- 
rence; the other, by an Argumentative and Rational Ewt- 
dence, The firſt of theſe I have altogether waved, becauſe 
though Experience be an Infallible Argument to bim that 
hath it, yet it is not a Demonſtration that can be improved 
to the Convittion of another ; And therefore 1 have appli= 
ed my ſelf whol'y unto the ſecond way. of Proof ,, wherein 
araling with meu as men; and enlarging upon thoſe com- 
mon and known Principles of Reaſon, that all — q 
the Unbeliever, muſt find ſome ſtronger Arguments, thas 
any 1 have yet met with, tojuſtific himſelf by ; orelſe, with 
me, be won over tothe Obedience of the Fatth of Chriſt. 1 
do not ſpeak the, as if 1thought it _— {* any Endea- 
wour or Art of Man to perſwade another to believe © but be- 
rauſe this Avnowrrss, Or Poize, to which the mind &« broueht 
by a ſober and calm debating the matter ow both ſides, is t 
way by which the Spirit of God in Inquiſitive men doth 
uſually prepare an Entrance for Faith ; for the ſtrong mas 
mu#t firſt be caſt out, and every Objection ſingled out and 
diſarmed, before a ſtronger than he can enter in, And tha, 
Chriftian Reader, i the wery. utmoſt deſign of this ſmall 
Treatiſe, which 1 bad never publiſhed, bat that I t i 
my duty, to impart unto others that ſatsfattHon which I my 
ſelf have received. If there be any that make another In- 
terpretation, and from whas 1 have ſpoken concerning Anti- 
chriſt ( wherein 1 have uſed the very Language, and, ſo far 
as 1 underſtand i, the ſenſe of Scripture ) will infer, that X 
am either for, or againſt any of the Parties, who wow con* 
tend about their ſeveral Forms of Worſhip - They willwrong 
me very much, but themfelues more ; fince the misjadeing 


of others i an Uncharitable Preſurypiion which i —_ 
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. To the Reader, 


tible with a Chriftian Temper. What my Tudzement it 
concerning Epiſcepacy, «nd how ſutable toright Reaſon and 
Scripture that Order i, 1 have already aſſerted? And 1 
think none are greater Enemies to Biſhops than thoſe who 
ſeek to eftablifh them, by pleading 4 Neceſsity of Ceremo- 
nies, which whether they nay at all be uſed, i a Queſtion: 
but that they may wery ſaſely be diſuſed, i no 'Rueſtion at 
all. It « therefore liberty in ſmall things alone that 1 have 
farmerly and do yet plead for ;, and that apon this fingle Ar- 
xt, becauſe I think Chriſt came to pA his Church free- 
from all unneceſſary Tokes; and therefore it doth not lye in 
the power of any man to brinz them into bondage again: And 
tet but any ſober diſintereſſed perſon comvince me once that 
the. Church(1.e.where the State is Chriſtian the civil Mazi- 
ſtrate) hath power.to impoſe 31 Religions Worſhip, and 1 fhill 
then ſs far alter my Fudgment, as inſtead of being troubled 
that we are gone tus far,be very ſorry that we go no farther- 
in our conformity. But till then it « my conſtant Prayer That. 
if our Rulers will flretch their Power, to make ſome Harm - 
ny between the Chriſtian and the Civill State, all men may: 
quietly ſuffer for what they cannot chearfully ſubmit to, 
without making any more noiſe in the World, than what a 
calm and diſpaſsionate debate of Truth may amount to: Had: 
this Courſe at firſt been taken, we ſhould not have bad ſome 
cry down Dagon, azd ſet up Baal-Berith, i. e ſuperſtiti- 
ouſly, if: not worſe, diſplace ſuperſtition, and exerciſe a 
greater Tyranny than that which they complained of. But I 
leave this ſad Argument, and emtreat thee, Chriſtian Rea- 
der. to look upou me 44 one, that, by the goodneſs of God,can: 
call himſelf a Chriſtian in the moſt large and comprehenſive 
Notion of the Word; according to our Saviours explication,,. 
Whoever is not againſt'Chriſt, is: for him; xd. where- 
EUer: 
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To the Reader. 
ever I ſee the leaft appearance of ſincerity and uprightneſs, 
thouzh in Perſons dif ring from my ſelf in Fudgement, 1. 
can preſerve my own opinion, without the leaſt prejudice to 
that Charity I ow Mankind in general, or that endearedneſs 
of Aﬀettion which i particularly due to all ſorts of Zea- 
lous,thoneh miſtaken, Chriftians. With this Confeſsion 1 
cloſe my Preface, and diſmiſs thee tothe Book it ſelf , which 
I deſire may be read, a4 it was writ, with a ſingle and un- 
prejudiced mind. And if thon findeſ# any thing of ſatifa- 
ion by it, give God the glory, who hath made uſe of awery 
unlikely Inſtrument to do thee good by : But if in any place 
thou findeſt my Reſoning doth not ſeem Cloſe and Perti- 
nent, let me know my Errour, and I ſhall think my ſel f more 
obliged to thee for thy ſerious reproof,, than for thy partial 
and unweiched Commendation. Farewell. | 


Chriſt Church in 
Oxon. 
May 21, 1661, 
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| A Demonſtration that ]x s us is 
| the Cnunris7T. 


Jon. 13, 19, 


Now I tell you of it before it come to paſs, that when it deth | 
come to paſs, you may know that I am, | 


» Heſe are the words of our Saviour, ſpoken by 
way of Inference or Uſe from the Predicti- 
on he had made concerning the Treachery 
of Judas ; for, as wefind, v. 2. The devil p:banyirC: | 
having already put, or caſt, it into the heart of l 
| Judas ro betray him, our Saviour warns his 
Diſciples of ir, even while they ſate ar Sup= 
per with him; and firſt he tells chem in 
general Terms, that they were not all clean, v.10. ( to which the 
Evangeliſt adds by way of Comment, for he knew whe ſhould betray 
him, therefore he ſaid, ye are not all clean, v.11.) and then more par- 
ticularly our Saviour explaines' what this #ncleanmmeſs was , and 
whereinir did conhſt ; thatit:was, not a Ceremonial, but a Aforal 
Uncleanneſs ; not a Filthineſs of the Fleſh, but an Impurity of the 
| B Spirit, 
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Ex0d.3.14, 


Apoc, bo 


ila.41.23, 
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Spirit, for, ſaich he, He that eateth bread with me, hath lift up his heel 
againſt me,v.18. 1.6. ſhall betray me, as in exprels words 1s decla- 
r:d,v.21, 

This Crime,which had been ſtrangely horrid if a profeſſed Ene- 
my had done it, appeared to the Diſciples much more incredible, 
in chat 1t ſhould be attemped by one of chem, who kneiv him to he 
the Sonof God,wvho had confetled, preached, and done Miracles in 
his Name 3 and nov, in token of perfe&t Amity and Friendſhip, 
were all ſazeat an Holy Banquet together ; and therefore that any 
of their Number thould conſent to, nay, promote fo great a Vil- 
lany,ſeemed a thing almoft Impaſſibie : And rherefore we find the 
Apoliles did diſpu:e and enquire among themſelves, and were ſo 
much ſurprized with wonder, that they even quelttoned the Truth 
of rheir Maſters Predi&tian. 

Our Saviour knowing their Thoughts, and being willing to ap= 
peaſe and ſettle their Inquierudes ; 1n this Verſe he ſeems ro grant 
that ſuch a ching was ſcarce 1Mmaginable, that one ſo related to 
Chritt, ſhould yer harbour ſuch bloudy deſigns againſt him : Bur 
yer, ſaith he, as ſtrange and as incredible as it ſeems, 1t will cer- 
rainly come to paſs ; and therefore I acquaint you with 1t before 
hand, that when it doth come to paſs, you may know that 1 am. 

Theſe words, an, are capable of a rwofold Interpretation. 

1. 3 a God. 
2. 1 am the rue Meſſiah. 

Firſt, Theſe words, / aws,may ſignifie, 7 am God ; ſo when Moſes 
enquired after the Name of God, this- ſhort Anliver 15 geuuned 
unto him.tell the people, tro whom. you go, that / aw hath fext thee. 
And therefore in the Song which David ſung for the Triumphant 
entry of the Arke this Name ts recorded, Extoll ye the Lord by bes 
Name Jah, i.e.1 ans ; Which implies and contains 1n it all the parts 
of ſucceſſive Beeing, and therefare it 1s rendred by God:hamfelf, 
He that us that was,and that 15 to come, 14. thi: hath one Fingd, En- 
tire, Immwable Beeing. Now what God by Mofes doth barely 
aflert, by /ſay he doch cha{lenge, and demonſtrate ro be his due,by 
thoſe two IncommunicableProperties of the Deity,uuz.hts Power, 
and his Preſcievee. And therefore when he diſpures his Right wich 
the Hearhen Idalls, Skew, auth be, he things that are to comme here- 
after, that we may kuom that ye ere Gods, And in other phaces,he tells 


his people that ſuch and ſuch Judgements, which he had So 
OUulRe. 
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ſhould come upon them ; And then ſaith he, ye ſhall know that 1 am 
the Lord. So our Saviour here, being co take his leave of his Diſci- 
ples, and foreſeeing how ſhrewdly their Faith would be ſhaken, 
ſeemsto tell them : You have indeed confeſſed me to be the So 
of God,and therein Oe with God the Farher ; this, if you judge of 
me by my outward appearance, or by the vile and cruell uſage I 
ſhall ſhortly undergo, muſt needs appear to be a firange andirre- 
concileable contradition. And therefore I leave you this Predt- 
tion, that when you ſee it fulffled, ye may believe that / am God 
indeed. And thus / am is to be underſtood, in thoſe words of our 
Saviour,where he doth expreſ]y aflert his Divinity. Before Abraham 
was, 1 am,i.e. According to my Divine Narure, by which Iam from 
Everlaſting: Of which Narure it is that our Saviour ſpeaks to N:- 
codemus, None hath aſcended up into heaven, but he that came down 
from heaven, even the Son of man who 1s tn heaven, 1.e, who 1s now 
thereas God, though,as man,he be circumſcribed and limited to a 
place on Earth, 

Secondly, Theſe words, ans, may be rendred, / az the Chrift, 
or the true Meſſiah, the Saviour of the world ; whoſe coming was 
ſo long ago foretold and propheſfied of. This will appear by com- 
paring two places of Scriprure together, Acts 1 3 .2 ne oh.3.23. 
In A. 13. 25. the Apoſtle Paxl, repeating the words of John 
Baptift,Caich, As John fulfilled his Courſe, he ſaid, whom think ye that 
1am ; 1 am not which the Evangeliſt Johs relating, c.3. 28. makes 
up the ſence thus : Te your ſelves bear me witneſs, that T ſaid I am 
vet the Chrit., Thus 1am1is to be underſtood in thoſe words of 


Jeb,8.38, 


Job.z.1 3. 


our Saviour to the Jews, 1f you do net beleeve that 1 am, you (hall dye Joh-$.24. 


72 your ſins ; 1.6. If you do not believe that I am thar Miabwho is, 
to dye for the fins of the World, you ſhall dye in your fins, and take 
the guilt of them upon your ſelves. 

And thns I cake the words in this place. 

From rhe words thus explained ariſe rwo Obſervations : 

Doct.1.That ou7 Saviour is thetrue Meſſiah. 

Do&.2. That the way for us to be infallibly aſſured that our Saviour 
is the true Meſſiah, is impartially te oleh the trath of his Prediti- 
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and this will be of eate diſparch, becauſe ir is the firſt known Ar- 
eicle of our Faith. I ſhall only briefly explain ir. Thar which in 
B 2 Hebre'y 
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The firſt Obſerva ion is, Thar our Saviour is the true AMeſſiab; Doflrine 1, * 


Exqd.zo, 
23,KC, 


Plal,105.15. 


Ver.z, 


Ver.o, 


Heb. 1.8.9, 


Joh.3.34, 


C4) 
Hebrew is called Mefiah, in Grezk Chriſt, in Englith bgnifies 
Anointed: And implies the ſolemn deiignation of our Saviour by 
God unto that great Work of Redeeming Mankind. For as in the 
Old Lay, all that were called out untoany er.inent Employment, 
e.ther in Church or State, had an Oyl of a peculiar compoſition 
poured out upon them, which was a ſign of their Inauguration and 
In(tallment from God into their Ofhice. Thus Saul and David 
were anointed to be Kings ; Aaron and his Succeſſors were anoin- 
ted to. be Prieſts; Eliſha and tome others were anointed to be 
Prophets; (whence is that of the Pſalmiit,T ouch not mine Anointed, 
and do my Prophets no harm, where the latter part of the Verſe doth 
explain the former ; ) ſo our Saviour,who was 1n a ſpiritual ſenſe to 
ct{charge all theſe Oftices,was Anornted,..e.filled with the Spirit of 
God, the gifcs and graces of which were Typified by the Clearneſs 
and Fragrancy of Legal Oyl, whence that in P/al. 45.7. He hath 
avointed thee with the Oyl of gladneſs above thy Fellows, 1s by all the 
Jewiſh,as well as Chriſtian Expolitors underſtood of the plenriful 
effuſion of the Holy Spirit, which was to be upon the Meſſiah ; 
for that of him,and not of. Solomon,that Pſalm was wrirren is clear 
from the foregoing Verſe, where ſpeaking of che ſame Perſon, he 
ſaith,Thy T hroze, O God,zs for ever, and ever. And therefore by the 
Author of the Epiſtle to the Hebrews is rightly applied unto our 
Saviour; of whom Johs Bapriſt gives this Teſtimony, That God gave 
unto him the Spirit, 5vk on wipe, 5,6, not 11 that ſtimed and limited 
weaſure,wnherein formerly it was diſpenſed,bur ſuired to the Large- 
neſs of an Immence Donor, and to the Capacity of an-Infinite 
Receiver ; who was God as well as Man ; and by that neer Umon 
did infuſe into his Manhood whatever is conceiveable of Power, 
Purity, or Perfeion, 

And thar this is the meaning of Jeſ#s being the Chriſt,;.e.anoin- 
red with the Spirir, two places, amongſt many other, wall clear, 
one 15 that of our Saviour in his Sermon, Luk,4,18. wherein he ap- 
plies unto himſelf chat paſſage in the Prophet 1ſay, The Spirit of 
the Lord is apon me, wherefore he hath anointed me ; 1. e. By putting 
his Spirit upon me he hath abundantly firred me for my employ- 
ment. Another place is that of the Diſciples, in their Prayer to 
God, AF. 4. 27. where applying Davids words in the ſecond 
Pſalm unto our Saviour, Herod,ſay they,and Pilate, together with the. + 


$0 /c of 1[rael were gathered againſt thy holy Child Tefus, whom = 
a 
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haſt anornted ; 1. e. 28 Peter explains it 1n another place, Whom thou 


haſt anointed with the Holy Spirit and with Power ; thereby enabling ag yo ;8, 
d 


and qualifying him for ſo great and weighty an undercaling, An 
ſo much for the firlt Obſervation. 

The ſecond Obſervation is this, That the way nfallibly to prove 
that our Saviour 1s the true Meſſiah, 15 impartially to wergh the trath 
of his PrediGions. : 
| Before I addreſs my ſelf to the proof of this, I muſt anſwer an 
Objection, which many may be ready to Make, wiz. That this is a 
thing ſufficiently believed already.and therefore 1c will be only loſt 
labour to go abour to prove it. To which I anſwer : 

I,That the greateſt parc of thoſe who call themſelves Chriſtians 
are not ſo indeed : For as the Apollle ſaies of his Theſſalomans, ſo 
may we ſay of molt in our reſpective Auditories, All have not 
Faith. There being,in all places, many, roo many, whoſe Conver- 
ſation ſhould the Apottle have ſeen, he would have cold them,as he 
did the Phil:ppians weeping, That they were enemies of the Croſs of 


Chriſt, for their belly was their God, and they gloried in their ſhame, TÞl.3.18,19, 


For let us not decelve our ſelves, as if Victoutneſs and Pravicy of 
Life, could be reconciled with Sincerity and Truth of Faith; bur 


rather [er us argue with David, The wickedneſs, ſaith he, of the wice pj 36 x, 


ked, ſaith in my heart there is no fear of God before his eyes ; 1.6. when 
I ſee the Actions of wicked men, 1 do as evidently percetve, that 
inwardly they fear not God, as if they did in expreſs terms pro- 
claim and avouch ir. So may we, without any uncharitableneſs, 
conclude from the Lives of molt Chriſtians, that thetr hearts are 
full of Unbelief: For there is ſo neceſlary, ſo inſeparable a Con- 
nexion between Faith and Obedience, that they can no more be 
{ſevered than Fire and Heat. And therefore, fince the fruits of Un- 
belief are ſo apparent every where, it is our duty, not only to 
Preach, bur to Prove Feſw to be Chriſt, that ſo we may root our 
thoſe innate and ſoul-deliroying Seeds. 

2. My ſecond Anfiver to that Obje&ion, is, Thar the firmeſt 
and beſt roored Faith is yet capable of an Encreaſe and Progreſs. 
He chat believethalictle, or:ghr to believe much ;. and he that be- 
heverh much,may believe more ; and therefore Arguments which: 
do enforce grounds of Faith can never be unſcaſorable ; for 
which reaſon iris, that though rt:eſe Diſciples did believe on our: 


Saviour, had confeſſed him, and, in token of firm afhan« e,. cid 
promiſe 


RK £4,015 I, 


Joh. 14-29. 


Joh.15.4, 


Mar.13.23, 


Reaſon 2. 


Deur.18,18. 


Yer 409. 


Toh.17.6.8. 


CY 
promiſe to dye with him, rather chan to forſake him ; yet our Sa= 
viour thought fic co forrifie and {trengrhen them by yer more urging 
chis new More, Se.the event of his PrediCtions. 

Having thus cleared my way to the DoAtine, and ſhewed the 
necefſity of preaching it, I affirm, That the way to be infallibly aſ- 
ſured, hat our Saviour is the Meſliah, is to obſerve the Event of his 
Preciaions s Becauſe 

Firſt, This is the way which our Swiour lates moſt ſtreſs upon , 
both here and in ocher places ; here it was the very ſcope and de- 
ſign of his foretelling the Treachery of Judas, 1 tell you,ſaith he, 
before it comes to paſs, that when 1t doth come to paſs, you may believe 
that Tam. And ?gain, when he had told them of his own de- 
parture,and that he would ſend the Comforter, that 1s, the Holy Sp;- 
rit, toſupply Þis room, and to make up their Joyes, he adds, And 
row 1 tell you before it come to paſs, that when it doth cometopaſs, ye 
might believe. Again, when he had told his Diſciples of chat vio- 
lenc and inhumane Uſage they ſhould meer with, Theſe thizgs, 
laith he, have I told you, that when the time ſhall come, ye may remens- 
ber that I told yew of them; 1.e. And from thence gather a full and 
peremptory affurance of my Truth and Veracity. So in thoſe many 
Predictions, which. we have in ar. 24. our Saviour ſubjoyrs 
 wfis Baemle, but you look to it,behold 1 have foretold you all things. So 
chat our Saviour, ſoofren urging and infilting upon his Prophehies, 
feems to intimare, that he was not unwilling to venture his whole 
Cauſe upon the force of that ſingle Argument. 

Secondly, This is the way which God himſelf did long before 
point to, and warrant uz inthe Ulle of. For he forerels by Moſes, 
1 will raiſe them np a Prophet from among their Brethren, like unto 
thee,and 1 will put my words in his mouth, and he ſhall ſpeak_ unto them 
all chat I (hall command him. This Prophehie our Saviour hath a pe- 
culiar reſpec ro throughout all this Goſpel of John,as Ch.5.46. Had 
ye believed Moſes, je would have believed me, for he wrote of me ; And 
Chap 6.38. 1 came down from heaven, not to do my own will but the will 
of him that ſent me. And Chap.7.16. My Doll rie is not mine but 
his yoo ſent me , which he oftentimes repeats, from whence many 
of the people, who heird him, conclude, This is of a trmth the 
Prophet ; i.e. That Propher, whoſe coming Moſes had foretold, 
So in that laſt Prayer which our Saviour made on earth in behalf of 
his Diſciples, he uſeth cheſe words, 1 have manifeſted thy Name 


ante 
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unto the meu which thou gaveſt me out of the World. For 1 have given 
wnto thens the words which thou gaveft me -.Wherein our Saviour uſes 
che very exprefſions that arein the Prophehie of Moſes. 

Now if any ſhould object,as the Jews did, that our Saviour bore 
record of humsſe!f, and therefore his Recerd was not true: Artlealt we 
onght to have ſome more convincing Arguments to prove his 
Truth,rhan barely his own Teltimony. God hath, in that Prophe- 
fie of Moſes,borh made and anſwered that ObjeCtion : /f,faith be, 
thou ſay in thy heart hw ſhall we know the wordor the Prediftion,which 
the Lord hath not ſþoken? When a Prophet ſpeaketh in the name of the 


Lord, if the thing follow not jor come to paſs, that is the thing which the- 


Lord hath nat ſpoken. From whence it tollows by the Ruie of Con- 
cracies,thacit a thing be ſpoken in che name of che Lord, and doth 
come to pals, ir is a certain fign chat the Lord hath ſpoken tt : Ac- 
cording unto that of Jeremy, Wen a Prophet Prophecieth af peace, 
( and (o conſequently of any thing elſe ) when the word of the Pro- 
phet ſhall come to paſs, then ſhall the Prophet be known that the Lord 
hath truly ſent hims. So that while we areupon this way of enquiry 


Joh,8.1 3s. 


Deu.1$.20,zt. 


. Jer, 28:9, 


after the truth of our Saviour, by ſeeking whether his Predictions * 


have been fulfilled or nor, we are in Gods way,and hive his advice 
LO Warrant. us. 
Laltly, The fulfilling of Prophecies is a much more ſure and (a- 


risfactory proof than the doing of Miracles. As in Natural things, 


as Argumentative and Rational evidence 1s more convincing than 


a ſenhible one; for the one depends upon an alterable Principle, 


thar is,the remper of the Body, which 1s ſubje& to many changes 
and miſtakes ; bur the other is botromed upon an Eternal and 


Immutable Principle ; :.e.R:ght Reaſon, which never varies,hur, like: 


Light, is alwates in every place the ſame. Hence many Philoſo- 
phers.have doubted whether Fire be hot, or, Snow be white in their 
own Nature,or not ; becaufe were mans body leſs patible, or his 
Eye of another Figure, he would nor feel rhat force inthe one, 
nor diſcern that colourin the ocher. Bur noneever yet doubted, 


whether Three Angles ws a Triangle were equal to two right ; nor, 


whether all Lines draws frons the ſane Center umo the = Circumfe- 


reace wereequal; with many ſuch like Propontions,becauſe they are: 


capableof ſuch a Demonſtration as paſſerh from the Eye into che 
Underitanding. So1s ir in ſpiritual rhings, thoſe who believe any 


ground 


tning meecly upon the Credit of Miracles, have no firm Baſis ro- 
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ground upon ; becauſe ( in ſpite of that received diſtin&ion, thar 
the devil can do #4;ra,but he cannot do Miracula)our Saviour teis 
us,that Amztichriſt ſhould do great Miracles, for ſure TeexTa & onuria, 
1. C. Prodigies and Wonders, comprehend as much ſtrangeneſs in 
thernyzas the word Miracle amounts to; And in the Law God cau- 
Lions his People,that 1f a Prophet did give a ſign or aWonder,yet if he 
taughr falſe DoCtrine, he ſhould not be hearkned to ; which plain- 
ly implies, thata falſe Prophet may do AZrracles ; ſo that he who 
relies wholly on chem, 1s not certain but he may be deceived. Our 
Saviour therefore though he did many Aracles, yer he doth not 
bottome his plea ro be the Meſſiah meerly upon them, bur appeals 
alcogether unto Moſes and the Prophers ; and ſo did his Apoſtles 
after him ; and therefore the Apolile Peter, after he had related 
that he had heard a voce from heaven, whereby God owned Chriſt 
for his beloved Son,and commanded all ro hear him,yer he concludes, 
that we have Te52nnxr A%Y ev, the Propheſies recorded in the Old Te- 
ftament, and fulfilled by our Saviour, &s6a157+por, g more firm and 
ftable foundation of Faith than that Voice : Becauſe that was a Tran- 
tient, whereas the fulfilling of Prophecies is a ſtanding Miracle. 
Therefore as ſome argued abour Fohn Baptiſt, Fohn, ſay they, did no 
miracle, but all things that John ſpake of this man were true ; where- 
upon many believed on our Saviour ; So now,upon ſuppoſition that 
Miracles were ceaſed, ( which I will never grant ſo long as I ſee 
daily ſupernatural effects of the Word in working Converſion, 
which when I was laſt here I did demonſtrate to be as great a M- - 
racle, as the raiſing of Chriſt from the dead, and the Apoſtle Paul 
doth every where cite that, as the greateſt whichever God did ) 
bur if Miracles were ceaſed, yer it we find that all things which 
our Saviour ſaid are true : That what he foretold ſhould come to 
paſs,is come to paſs, then have we an undoubred Evidence that he 
was the True Heſiiah, and therefore to be believed and truſted 
Wo 

The Uſe I make of this, is to exhorc. all perſons, that they will 
take this merhod, which our Saviour hath preſcribed, and by com- 
paring his Prediions with their Events, aſcertain themſelves that 
they have not followed, as the Apoltle Peter ſpeaks, orovprouivors 
wlors, Artificially deviſed and well plotted Fables ; but that they 
may ſay with Paul, We know whons we have believed; we have ſear- 


ched and tried, and we find thar this is indeed hat Prophet _ 
ould 
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ſhould come into the World, And this ſcrutiny I eatneſtſy recom- 
mend eſpecially to two forts of Perſons. 

I. To Preachers of the Gofel ; how unfit they are to convert 
others ( which is the only duty and end of Preaching ) who are not 
vet converted themſelves I need not mention. And therefore it 
ought co be preſumed of every Goffel Mimier, that be himſelf is 
abundantly ſatisfied with the truth of what he delivers; and that 
he beſkeaks his Hearers, in Davids words, Come wnts me;all ye that 
are yet in your doubts, and 7 will tell you what God hath done for my 
ſoul ; i.e, What means God hath uſed to free me from the ſame 
unbelief which 15 natural to all. Such an one,who 1s thus furniſhed, 
mult not only barely Preach, but he muſt Prove: He muſt not only 
Inſiruct, but he multi Convince Gainſayers, and leave the Unbe- 
liever withour excuſe, that he ntay have no retreat to defend his 
Diſobedience, but meerly his Obſtinacy. Thus did che Apoſtle 


Pſal.66,16,' 


Paul, who as ſoon as ever he was converted, went aud preached Feſus A%-2.20. 


1n their Synagogues, that he us the Son of God ; Andagain, fates the 


Text, T he more theyraged, the more confident he grew, SvpBiBa'Zor, Ver at. 


Arguing or ſtrongly proving that Jeſus ts the very Chriſt, And thus 


he dealt with thoſe who came to him at Rome, He expounded unto At.28 23. 


them the Kingdom of God, NMeyaprvpiue'©, Teſtifying, or vehement- 
ly arging ( as the word ſignifies, AZ.20.21.) and perſwading the 
things of Jeſus from morning untill evening ont of the Law and the 


Prophets. Thus likewiſe Apollos, he taught the things of the Lord, 4 18.,;. 


ereubor, with great exattneſs; and cuTivos Margmeyyom, Fe con- 


winced the Fews with great earneftneſs,proving publikely that Teſus was yer .s. 


the Chrit. Theſe ought to be our Patterns, and iris, withour 
doubr, one Reaſon, why the Goſpel make; ſo ſlow a progreſs, be- 
cauſe we do not begin at the Foundation— We take no Natrice, 
chat that which mens hearts moſt riſe up again?, 1s agunlt Jeſu 
being the Chrift, and therefore here we ſhould aime our Bittery, 
where the Enemy of our ſouls is moſt deeply entrenched. For our 
Obedience ro the Commands of Chritt cannor riſe higher than 
our belief of the truth of Chrift ; and according as this perſwaſion 
is more or leſs wrought in the hearts of men,ſo will their practice 
be. Therefore as in Practice, Faith muſt precede Repentance, ſo 
in Preaching, the Do&rine of Faith muit precedethe Do&trine of 


1 


Repentance : Or elſe we build without a Foundation, and throw x Ccr,z.1t. 


about our Hay and Stwbble,our own Idle Fancies,whnch will never 
C reach, 
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reach, much leſs prerce the Conſcience : for all the while the heart 
1s unconvinced 1t 1s unconverted, Now to convince others, there 
canno: be a better way chan that which Paul conſtantly uſed, to 
relate the manner, and to enforce the yediums by Which we were 
convinced our ſelves. 

2, Irecommend this to #nbelievers, becauſe all the while they 
are ſo they lie under the danger of many ſad and dreadful Predi- 
etions. He that hears not the Prophet, ſaith God by Moſes, I will re- 
quire it of him. AndI fear the greateſt Unbeliever of us all would 
at that time, upon ſuch a Summons, be utterly unprovided of an 
Anſwer. Hethat believes not the Son, ſaith our Saviour, ſhall not ſee 
life, but the wrath of God abideth on him ; i.e. He (hall bear his own 
burden, and ſhift for himſelf as well as he can, when he is to grap- 
ple with Ecernal Vengeance, fince there 15 nothing interpoſed to 
fence and to keep off that firoke ; For we, ſa1es Chrilt, who anz rea- 
gy to do it, he ſcornfully rejefts and refuſes. Hereafter, ſaith the Apo- 
{tle Paul, Chriſt will appear i flaming fire, to take vengeance of them 
who know not God, and who obey not the Geſpel of his Son. I know ve- 
ry well thac theſe will be derided by the Xbeliever, bur if it ſhall 
appear, that other things every whit as incredible ( nay, more in- 
credible, fince-men naturally have ſome apprehenſfions of future 

uniſhment ). have been foretold by our Saviour, and are already 
fulfilled 3 If this,I ſay, can be proved, then I hope the Undeliever 
will be perſwaded to ſhake out that devill which doth blind and 
poſſeſs him ; and ſpeedily alter his opinion, before his Caſe be de- 
{perate, and he find by experience, that all theſe things were ſad 
Truths, though his Luſt,and not his Reaſon, would no: ſnffer him 
to hear them. 

To direct you in this Enquiry, take notice of, and weigh eſpect- 
ally rheſe three Predictions of our Saviour, becauſe we are all living 
witneſſes of the truth and fulfilling of them. 

I. Concerning the preaching and ſpreading of the Goſpel. 

H. Concerning the Deſtruttion of Jeruſalem, and diſperſion 
of the Jews. 

III. Concerning the comng and ſeduftion of Antichrift, 

The firſt remarkabie PrediCtion is,concerning the Preaching and 
ffreading of the Goſpel. There are two places wherein our Saviour 
prophelies that hzs Goſpel ſhould be preached all over the zporld. One 


35 in defence of the woman, Who poured a coſtly ointment upon 
1s: 


+ % & *< 3 TÞ KB 4 © ©. 2%. ..£O4a4h DA, ora 


J— 
1 


UQ 


on 


ur 


11S: 


Err) 
his Head, Where ever, ſaith he, this Goſpel ſhall be preached, © 3 T» 
nor? In the whole world, there what this woman hath don? ſhall be 
ſpoken for a memorial of her. Another place is in expreſs terms, 
ſpeaking of che deſtruction of Jeruſalem : And,ſaith he, this Goſpel 
of the Kingdom (Fall be preached, © 931 Ty 9n**"p, in the whole inha- 


Mar.26.13, 


Mat. 24.14, 


bited world, for a Teſtimony unto all the Gentiles,and then ſhall theend, 


7. 6. of Jeruſalem, come. For the underſtanding of which Prophehie 
we mult take notice of 

I, The thing which was preached. Ir is called the Goſpel of the 
Kingdom ; and what that 1s our Savionr explaines 1n his la!t words 
ro his Diſciples when he ſent them to preach it : Thus i rs written, 
and thus it behoved the Meſſiah to dye, and to riſe again the third day; 
and that in his Name ſhould be preached Repentance and Remsiſſion of 
fins unto all the Gentiles, beginning from Jeruſalem. So that ir was a 
Do&trine very incredible, ic being,as the Apoſtle obſerves, #nto the 
Jews a ſlumbling block., ( that he ſhould ſave others who did not 
ſave himſelf ) ad to the Greets Fooliſhneſs ; who could by no means 
endure to hear of a Reſurreaion, as we find by Pauls entertain- 
ment at Athens, as ſoon as ever he mentioned it, #Xa:vaGov, the 
mocked and ſlighted him. So that there was little hopes of the Gol- 
pels prevailing by any Quallifications or Innate Diſpoſations that 
were in mens minds to receive it. 

2, The ſecond thing conſiderable in this Propheſie 1s,the time 
when it ſhould begin,v:z. afcer our Saviours death. Had our Savi- 
our ſent his Apoſtles to preach this Goſpel in his life-time,the Re- 
puration of his Miracles, and the unexampled Holineſs of his Per- 
ſon, might have given ſome credit and countenance to this Do- 
crine, and have facilitared its entrance; bur to Ray ſo long, till he 
himſelf was ſo ſhamefully pur to death, and while the Fact was 
yer freſh in memory,then to ſend his Diſciples forth ; this ſeems, 
co the Eye of Reaſon, a Time very unſeaſonable. Yer, to ſhew 
how ill Judges we are of Divine Proceedings, and, how infinitely 
beyond our ſhallow capacities Gods deſigns are ordered, this was 
the time which our Saviour both choſe and foretold : hex, ſaith 


Luk,24.46,4 T7. 
AAQ.13.38, 39, 
1Cor,15.1,3. 


I Cor.1.23. 


ARN.17.31, 32. 


he, Je have lift #p the Son of man, then ſhall ye know that I am ; And Joh. 3.28, 
again, When 1 am; lift up from the Earth, I will draw all men unto me ; Joh.12,32. 


3.e. When you have executed the utmoſt of your malice againſt 
me,in nailing me up to the Croſs, then ſhall I manife, what you 
do not now believe, that Tam the true /eſiah, by drawing and 
C 2 othering 
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gathering Followers unto me ; whereupon he compares his Death, 
Ver.24e tothe falling of Grainimto the Earth, which deth aot bear forth frut 

untill it dye; intimating, that what courſe rhey took to extinguiſh 
and hinder his Do&trine he would order for its Advantage and En- 
creaſe. And yet in humane probabilicy this was not a proper time 
to preich up the Meſſiah, when, With the urmoſt of viculency and 
ſcorn, he was ſo newly crucified. 
3.Coniider the manner of propagating this Goſpel zrevydioer, 
it ſhall be preached ; he allowed his followers none bur ſpiritual 
Wear ons; and ſent them to ſubdue a gainſaying, refilling,contra- 
dicting world : being armed only with Preaching, and with Pa- 
tience ; and therefore what is here called, The Gofpel of the King- 
Apoc.z,ro, dom, our Saviour calls in the Revelation, The word of my Patience ; 
Apac.1.9. and J«hz joyns the Kingdom and the Patience of Jeſus Chrift toge- 
ther ; as ſignifying the ſame thing. And yet this, how improbable 
ſoever it ſeems, 1t then Was, now 1s, and ever will be the way 
wherein Chriſts Kingdom, 1. C. his Goſpel, is to thrive and proſper 
in : And whoever uſes any other Force, bur the Force of Reaſon ; 
or any other Art,but the Art of ſound Perſwaſion to gain others, 
he ſtrives to ſet up Chrilt the wrong way ; and makes our Saviours 
Kingdoms to be that, which at his death. he denied ir to be; 
Jok.18 37. Viz. A Kingdom of this World ; againſt which I have elſewhere 
* Saia ſhip no ſpoken *, 


gro:cad of So- Laſtly, Conſider the great Progreſs which rhe Goſpel made, to- 
wr aTgHIY. gecher with the ſhort time wherein ir was to make it « For a Do- 
rine ſo ſtrange in it ſelf,& ſo liccle advantaged by Humane Power, 


one \would have thought,that an Age would have been little enough 

co {ertle it in any one Country ; but that, in the ſpace of forty 

years, it ſhould be carried throughout the World ;. and in every 

place where it came, gather a conladerable number of Proſel;res ; 

chis exceeds every thing, but our utmoſt wonder. And that the 

Goſpel wasthus ſpread, even before rhe Deſtrudtion of Jeraſulexs 

( which was the time allotted forit) we have the Teſtimony of 

Rom.10,18, Ce Apoſtle Paxl, who asking this queſtion concerning the unbe- 
lieving Jews : Havethey not heard? 4. e. Can they lay the blame of 

* their unbelief upon their not having heard ? Yerzly, ſaies he, their 

found 1s gone out into all theEarth,aud their words into the ends of all the 

habitable world. Wherin he applies the words of David,concerning 

the.Sun, untothe Goſpel ; which by the publike preaching of it, 
; Was. 
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was then become like the Sun, in diffuſive Heat, and Univerſaliry 


of Influence. Again, in his Epitile tothe Coloſſians, he minds them Col.1,5.6; 
of the Ho e which was laid up for them in Heaven, whereof they V3 


had heard beforein the word of the Goſpel of Truth : hich, ſaith 
he, #5 come unto you, 4s it 15 in a'l theworld, and bringeth forth frat, 
a alſo it doth among you. The ſame 1s yet more-plain from the 
Epiſtles of the Apoſtles, from whence it appears, that among all che 
Jews, not only in Jdea, but throughout the world, in all Greece, 
in Rome, in A/ia,&c. there were Churches of conſiderable num- 
bers gathered to the Faith of Chriſt, and thataccording to our $a- 
viours Prophecy, before Jeruſalem was deitroyed. To which 1 
might add the Teiitmony of Joſephrs, Suetonine, T acute, and otter 
forraign Writers, but the cauſe needs them not. 

So that pur all this together, a DoErine concerning Salvation 
by a crucified Chriſt, and therein contradictory to all- Humane com- 
prehenſion. 2. A Dodrine enjoyniog all poſſible Rrictnefs and 
ſeverity of life, and therein lictle grateful or pleaſant to-Humare 
Defires. 3}. A Dotrine excluding all force and violence, and 
leaving its Followers ar perfe& liberty, whether they would 
{i bmir ro 1t or not, and therein quite contrary to Worldly Arrs 
and politick Contrivancez. 4. ADodrine, by which nothing 
was to be gained, bur only Heaven, nothing being more certain 
from an enraged,. becauſe unbelieving world, than the ſame cala- 
miry which befell the Author ; and therein a Dodrine dangerous 
tn Profelſion,as difficulc in Prattice. And yet in ſpite of all rheſe 
diſadvantages that it ſhould run throvgh the World, and have Tro- 
phies and Monuments of ViRtory,z.e. Churches behind ir, in fewer 
years than ſome have taken barely ro ſurvey and travel ic; This 
ſhews that the-Power which conducted it was as great as the Pre-. 
ſcience which foreſaw and forerold it; that is,that they were both, . 
Supernarural ; both, Divine.. 

I cannot paſs over the fulfilling of this PrediCtion, without ob- 
ſerving that they ſeem nor at all rounderſtand rhe Power and Spi- 
rit of the Goſpel, who ſeek for ſecular Arts to uphold and ſupport 
it, Thar Doctrine, which, when the World was prejuciced and 
Armed againſt ir, did conquer and triumph over it, neeas not any 
encouragement trom earthly motives. Ir is{till the Arm of Godto. 
Salvation,and needs not the Arm of Fleſhto backit. All che while 


the Chr; ans Were. a diviced Body from the es of the A PhiLz.rs; ; 
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ſhone like Stars 1 the midſt of Darkneſs ; and thoſe who 
camenort in to them, confeſſed ir was for want of Courage, 
and not for wanc of Conviſtion. Bur as ſoon as ever God 
ſuffered the World to come into the Church, and thar 
Religion grew the way to Preferment: preſently what it got in 
power, it loſt in purity ; and quickly was diſpirited, and worn our 
by that, which can act apart much berrer, and that is, Hypocr/re. 
To with that Religion may again thus thrive and proſper, is to 
Pray that it may be undone: For our Religion was not calculated for 
any thing, but co ſave our ſouls ; and where ever ſound convincing 
Preaching is protected, there 1s Religion ſufficiently countenan- 
ced.. Forthat Prophefie, Kings ſhall be thy nurſing Fathers, and 
Queens thy nur ſing Mothers, doth not fignifie any Authoritative or 
Imperious enjoyning even of the true Religion,but an Humble and 
Reverential ſubmitſion to it, asir follows 1n the next words, The 

ſhall bow down to thee with their face toward the Earth, and lick up the 
duſt of thy feet, and thou (halt know that 1 am the Lord. Let Chriſtian 
Magittrates de but chat part of their Duty, which 1s to puniſh Vice 
and Immorality ; and where the Goſpel is planted,God will effect 
the ends of thar without any farther aſſiſtance, 

Theſecond Predi&tion of our Saviour 1s, concerning the deſtru- 
Elton of Teruſalem, and the differſion of the Jews : Which 1s at large 
deſcribed by three of the Ewargelifts 1n their Chapters preceding 
Our Saviours Paſſion. And though the preſent poſture and ſtate - 
of the lews.is a ſufficient Comment upon thoſe Chapters,and may 
ſeem to prevent any Enlargement, yet to make the Truth more 
apparant and forcible, I ſhall infift upon two or three particu- 
lars. 

I. That the City, and particularly the Temple ſhould be laid even 
with the ground ; Concerning the (ty we have this PrediQtion in 
Lake,that when our Saviour ſaw the City,he wept over it, for the dates 
ſhall come, ſauh he, that the Enemies ſhall caſt a trench about thee, and 
ſhall lay thee even with the ground, and thy Children within thee, and 
they Pal zot leave in thee one ſtone upon another, Concerning the 
rume of the Temple, in Matthew we read, that when the Diſciples 
came to ſhew our Saviour the buildings of the Temple, which, ac- 
cording to the deſcription of Joſephms, for the State, Magniticence 
and ftrength of them, were the goodlieſt buildings in the World ; 
eur Saviour replies to them : See ye not all theſe things ? Verily 1 ſay 
#0 
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w 1t2 you, there ſhall nat be left here one ſt2ne upon anther, which ſhall not 
be thrown down. And accordingly Toſephws tells us, that the firſt 
thing which was burnt down to the ground,and that utterly againſt 
the will of T:c«&,was the Temple, upon that very month and day, 
as he obſerves, wherein it was formerly burnt by Nebuchadnezzar. 
And concerning the City, Tir dw, ſaith he, dP2viGuy aiavyy; 
18T4045-Hoy TETEH 1, Co DeStroying the reſt of the City,and digging 
down the Walls , Titus left only two Towers ſtanding to be monu- 
ments of the Romane Proweſs. And that that Propheftie might 
to a.ſcruple be fulfilled, our Hiſtorians cell us, that 1n the Empe- 
rour J»hans:ime, when the Js upon his entreaty went to re- 
build their Te nple, thac they might offer ſacrifice again, an Earth- 
quake in the night tore up the very Foundations: of 1r, and made 
chem leave off their Enterprize. 

2, The ſecond particular is, the rerrible laughter of moſt of them, 
and the utter diſper ſion and captivity of the reſt. When ye ſhall ſee,Cuuch 
our Saviour, Jeruſalem compaſſed about with Armies, ( which ox- 
plaines thar, that in Dawiel and Marthey 1s called,T he abomination 
of deſolation ; 1.e. the abominable deſtroying Army of the Ro- 
mans ) then know that the deſolation thereof 1s mgh. For theſe are the 
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daies of vengeance. And they (hal fall by the edge of the Sword, and 


ſhall be led away captive ints all Nations. Which {laughter the Hiſto- 
rian relates, ls, ſaith he, ajIpomimny x, Juror oloay ianbd wes 
Ts @AnJo1 Twy a MoNITAV, 1, e, The number of the ſlamexceeds all Hu- 
mane or D;vme Vengeance ; which though it be Hyperbolically ſpo- 
ken, yet he reckons up a Million and cen Thouſand, which were 
killed in that year of the Siege ; a number grear, enough to juſtifie 
his Paſſion, at le:ſt abundantly ſufficient ro verifie our Saviours 


Predi&tions ; and for the other parc of the Prophelie, namely, . 


their Captivity, this was partly fulfilled by T7, who carried away 
and ſold near an hundred thouſand Priſoners ; bur more parcicu- 
larly by Adrian, in whoſe time the Jews rebelling, under the con- 
duct of an Impoltor, who called himſelf Barcecheb, or the So of the 


Star, they were then mot miſerably ſlaughrered, and an E4j;& 


made by the Emperour, that the whole Nation ſhould be bani- 
ſhed, thar, ſaich my Author, none of thens, 14" iE & wiJs 8:wpoiey 79 
m2Tpwoy £S0C>s not ſo much as at a diſtance, might ſee their Native 
Conntry. Then which a more cruel and barbarous,as well as unpo- 
lick Law, I think was never made; to diſpoſieſs a whole Nation 
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ata time, without diſtinQion of Innocent and Criminal , or any 
Provifion to guard thoſe Frontiers. But the more harth and ex- 
traordinary the proceeding was againſt rzem, the more clearly 
do. h our Saviours Truth ſhine forth, who had foretoid that ris 


ſhould befall rhem. 


Laſtly, The laſt and greateſt evill chat was prophfied of them, 
That the K::gdom of God ſhould be taken from them ; Thus our Sa- 
viour, The K ingdowof God ſhall be taken from you, and groen to a 
People that bring forth the Frurts of it. This I call their greateltevil: 
for if when the Arke was taken, which was bur a ſign of Gods pre- 
ſence, Elie's daughter called her child, /chabod,ſaying,the glory 15 de- 
parted from Iſrael ; How much more may we call that Nation now 
Ichabod;for the Goſpel1s departed from them; there is among them 
n0 Viſion,ror inthe Pſalmiſts words, noxe that knows how long ? Nay, 
as if they had loſt their Reaſon, with their Religion, they are 10 
miſerably blinded, and given up to ſuch ridiculous follies, as we 
cannot bur both pity and ſmile at them. Or1gez ſaid of them long 
ſince, interpreting this Prophelie of our Saviour, This,ſaith he,ve 
may nov ſee verified, for all that is among the Jews, is onl 
Motor x9 Aiipot, Tales and Trifles, for they have not the light of Scri- 
pture-knowledge, And Tertullian, Now, ſaith he, they have left the 
Fountam, they have hewed to themſelves broken Ciſterns, \. e. Syna- 
gogues among the Gentiles where they are ſcattered, ts which the Holy 
Spirtt doth not recide, which alone ts the true Temple. And in this 
condition they now are fir objects only for our Prayers and Co'n- 
paſſion ; and I wiſh that all Unbelievers would lay it to heart, that 
ro ſight the Goſpel is nor a ſin that will be expiared with a 
little Vengeance : For I ſhall be bold to ſay, that it was not the 
killing of our Saviour, though a murder of a moſt execrable com- 
poſition { ſor that our Saviour prayed might be forgiven tl em, Who, 
we are ſure was heard in Whatever he requeſted ) which brought 
cown all that ſtorm of wrath upon them ; bur their peremptory 
and obitinate Neglect of offered Mercy afcer it. This thall come 
upon them, ſaith our Saviour, becanſe they have not known the time of 
their Viſitation, 1. e. they would not lay told upon mercy while it 


. might be had. And therefore our Saviour graciouſly paſſing by all 


offences, after his Paſſion, ſends his Diſciples firſt ro them, and 
bids them begin at Jersſalem, and ſhewed how ready he was to 
pardon all, by his acceptance of ſome, and waing long for the 
reſt, 
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reſt. 1t was neceſſary, ſaith the Apoltle Paul, that the Goſpel ſhould A&,13 46. 
firſt bepreached to you ; but ſeeing you put it from you, and judge your 
ſelves unworthy of eternal life, 1.6. think your ſelves too go001 to ltoop 
unto Gods merhod of ſaving you, /oe we turn tothe Gemiles. And 
when their malice ſtopped not there, but what they refuſed them- 
ſelves they envied unto others ; 7ho,2s the ſame Apoſile obſerves, 1 Thef. 2. 
killed the Lord Jeſu, and their own Prophets ; and likewiſe yum I5,16, 
2s, forbidding us to ſpeak, unto the Gentiles that they might be [aved ; 
then God could hold no longer, bur gave the reins co his Jultice, 
and now, ſaith he, the wrath 1s come upon them to the uttermoſt. So 
then,that I may conclude this Prediction with the Apoltles exhor- 
tation, They were broke off by Unbeliefe,and we ſtand by Faith,let us nat gm ;1 
be high-minded,but fear ; For if God ſpared not the Natural branches, 
much leſs will he ſpare #s ; And as Gods ſeverity to them ſers off 
his mercy to us,ſo che Concluſion 15 1nfallible,that leſs we continue 
in that mercy,we (hall likewiſe be cut off. What was their Fare mult 
needs be ours, 1t we conſent to, and approve their fin ; as all the 
while we continue in,or fall back into unbelief,ve own and defend 
chat Crime of the Jews, and publikely proclaine that Feſws was 
not the Meſſiah, but that he was juftly-pur to death ; and chis is it 
which makes Infidelity a fin of ſo deep a dye, in that it doth 
»o108y ny117 23s Hndervalue and diſeſteens the blood of the Covenant ; 14co,r0.19. 
and conceves, that it was thed by Chriſt not for the Remiſſinn of 
our fins, but for the Expiation of his own. He then that dares not 
ſay, that Jeſ#s was julily pur ro death, let him forthwith believe 
chat he was the Chriſt, ;.g. the Eternal Son of God ; for, for the de- 
fence,and in the matnrenance of thar Aſſertion he died. 

And ſo much for the Second Predifting. 
The third and laſt Prediction of our Saviour, which I ſhall infiſt Predif. 3. 
upon, 15 concerning the coming and ſedufiion of Antichriſt : The 

words of the Prediction are, Then, if any ſay unto you, be here i5 Mat.24 23, 24, 
Chriſt, or loe there believe them not © For there ſhallaviſe Falſe (riſes, 
and Falſe Prophets, and (hall ſhew great Signs and Wonders, iaſomuch 
as they ſhall decerve, if it were peſſible, the very Eleft, Tnwhich Pre- | 
diction there are theſe chings conſiderable : | 

x. The Title which our Saviorr gives to{ Antichrift ; he 5 Fenks | 
of him 1n the plural Number, Falſe Chriſts, and Falſe Prophers ; 

implying, thar the-e ſhould nor be one fingle Perſon, but a Co v- 

bination and Confſfiracy of Deceivers. And thovzh the Arolle 
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Paxl,ſpeaking of Ant ichriſt,calls him,7he an of ſin,and 5 aru©, 
that lawleſs ene. And John calls him by a fingle names Arnxpis@; 
The Antichriſt ; yecl ſuppoſe that can be no. more-underſtood of 
one man,than the word Saran of one Devil ; for in thoſe words of 
our Saviour, How caz Satan caſt out Satan? And, If Satan riſe up 
againſt himsſelf and be drvid:d, he cannot ſtand ; Satan (1gnities the 
whole Commonwealth, if I may ſocall it,or Regiment of evill ſpirits, 
under ſome one Chief, caled in Scripture, Beelzebub : Or as the 
Apoltie Paul, in thoſe words, For even as the Body is one and hath 
maiy members, but all thoſe members of that one body, though they be 
many, make up but one-body : even ſo.ts Chriſt ; where tne Apoltle 
called the whole Church, as ir contains boch Head and Members, 
by the name of Chriſt. So is Antichriſt, a collective body of many 
Falſe Chrifts and. Falſe Prophets;united under ſome one head,for the 
becter managing and carrying on their deligns ; order being ſo.ne- 
ceſſary, that, as our Saviourobſerves, Hell it ſelf, which 1s other- 
wiſe a place of Confuſion, cannot for the preſent ſubliſt wichour ir, 
Bur there is a twofold Order, an Order by force and conſtraint, 
and that is the Order of Hell and of Antichrilt ; and there is 
— Order by Conſent, and that is th2 Order of Heaven and of 
>hriſts. 

2.. The ſecond thing ovſervable- in this Prophecy, is the way 
wherein Avrtichriſt ſhould diſcover himſelf, viz. by being a Falſe 
Prophet, ſo v.11./1any falſe Prophets ſhall ariſe, and ſhall decerve ma- 
»y + So that a Falſe Chriſt and a F.ilſe Prophet 1s the ſame thing ; 
che latter word being explicatory of the former. And this name 
of Falſe Prophet is aſcribed ro Antichriſt by the Apoſtle Fohn both 
in his Epiſtle, and Revelation, It ſignifies in Englith a Falſe Tea- 
cher, and ſo Peter expreſly mentions : T here were, ſaith he, Falſe 
Prophets amorg the People, ſo there ſhall be falſe Teachers among you, 
who ſhall privily bring in damnable Hereſies, even denying the Lord 
that benght them, In which words the Apoſtle cannoc mean, that 


- they ſhould deny the Perſon of our Saviour, ( for then we could 


not have-had any ſufficient x-7#-02 co diftinguith Antichriſt by, 
fince the whole Jewiſh Nation, and almolt all the Gemtiles, borh 
then did, and ſtill dothey deny him ; ) bur as among the Jes, 
thoſe who were Falſe Prophets, pretended highly ro honour God, 
bur yet rauzhr lies in his Name, and ſecretly withdrew men fron 
his ſervice : So ſhould theſe Falſe Chriſts and Falſe Prophets cry 
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up Chriſt in words: ( fer, ſaith our Saviour, they ſhall come'm my Mat.24.p. 
Nazn, and he tells us. that at the laſt day .fome ſhall plead tor 
themſelves, Have we not propheſied ivthy Name ® ) But yer both in Mi,z,22, 
their Do&rine and Practice they ſhould directly oppoſe him ; and 
ſer up a Religion, which ſhould have nothing in it of Chrifti- 
an,buc the Name. | _ 

To find out what kind 'of Dotrine it would be that Antichrift 
ſhould preach ; and what kind of PraGtic he ſhouldfollow ; the 
beſt way will be to look in Scripture, what it was that our Saviour 
and his Apoſtles did molt inveigh againſt; for choſe very things 
Amichriſt wouldſer up and detend. | 

1. In Doctrine, you will find theſe three Opinions principally 
condemne 

Firlt, J»/tfication by works ; which the Apoſtle Payl ſpends al- 
molt ryo Epittles in confuring ; The ſam of whar he ſaies, 1s con- 
cained in this Pottion : pe know, ſairh he, that a man 1 wot juſtified (1 . 1G. 
bythe works of the Law, but only by the Faith of Feſrs Chrift ; and we 1 
have believed in Chriſt Teſws, that we might be juſtified by the Faith 

of Chriſt, ana not by the works of the Law; for by the works of the 
Law. no Fleſh can be juftified. And whereas many captious men 
were apt to alperſe this Doftrine, as if itdid open a way to looſe- 
neſs of life, the Apoltle proves by his own example, tharif rightly Rom,s.1,z, 
underſtood, It had a quite contraryeffe&t ; ſince nothing can more 
eftectually kill fin, than to behold ir as killing Chriſt; from thence 
he concludes, Ov##I879, 7 aboliſh, or diſanul not the Grace of Gods Ver.110) 

for if Righteouſneſs be b) the Law, ( :.e, can be atcained-/by the oh= 

ſervance of the Law) then did Chriſt die in vam; for what men 

might have got, without any ſarisfa&tion madein their behalf, thar 
Chriſt needed nor have died to purchaſe : And therefore he urges 

again, xampyiBnre Sr xess, Te are bronght to nonght from Chri#t, Gal. 5.4. 

1.C. Chriſt ts become vain to yen, if you are juſtified by the Law, ye arc 

fallen from Grace; i.e. Ye do declare. ye have no need of Grace or 

tree Pardon, becauſe you appeal ro the ſentence of that Law, from 

tie rigour of which norhing but Chritts Death could free you. 'So 

that Juſtification by Wirks, as evacuating the Death of Chriſt, and 

rendring mers Salvation as hazardous,and uncertain, nay, Impoſlt- 

ble as before our Saviours coming, is a Doctrine perſectly Arti- 

chriſtian. _ 

Secondly,The ſecond Doctrine _—— to us for Anichriſtion, 
- is 
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isthe Mediation of Angels ; this ic ſeems, under the colour that ic 
was too bold and preſumptuous a thing for frail Man, to addreſs 
himſelf immediatly unto God ; ſome falſe Teachers at Coloſſe did 
adviſe them firlt to pray unto the Angels,and make uſe of theirMe- 
diation to be the /zternunc and carriers of their Requelts. This, 
how ſeemingly holy and modelt ſoever the pretence were, the 
Apolile ſharply rebukes, Miz, ſaith he, xy7eGpuGeutro luw!, Jet yo 
man Lord it over you ( Or, deprive you of the Prize, ) 9%", being 
ſelf-willed, or wilful in humility, and worthip of Angels, «{49zTwwor, 
T hruſting or clumbing into things that he hath not ſeen ; being raſkly 
puffed up by the nndersFanding of his Fleſh ; and not holding the head ; 
where there are three Reaſons given againſt thar Opinion: Fiſt, 
that it was not Humility, as they pretended, but a wilful, ſtubborn,. 
and fleſhly Pride which occaſioned that conceit ; they preſuming 
tobe wiſe above what was written. Secondly, That they raſhly and 
without warrant entred into things, which as they had not ſeen, 
ſo neither ought they to have medled with. Thirdly, And chiefly, 
that this Doctrine did detract from Chriſt, and leſſen the ſuffict- 
ency of his Mediation, who 1s the anly Meatator between God and. 
Men ; and therefore that Doctrine, which brought in. Angels as 
Parcners with Chriſt, in that Incommunicable Prerogative, was 
Antichriſtian, | 

Thirdly, The third and laſt DoArine which I find infiſted upon 
as Antichriſt 1an,1s the abridging of Chriſtian Liberty ; by obtruding. 
upon the conſcience of weaker Brethren, the obſervance of things 
either Unneceſſary, or.elſe yery Inconvement ; ſuch were the 96- 
ſervation of Daies aud Months,and Times and Years, 1. 6. the old Le- 
o1] Feſtivals, or ſomeorhers like them, by way of Analogy,among 
the Galatians; which the Apoltle ſharply reproves ; firlt, calling - 
them Weak and beggarly Elements or Rudiments, nor fit to be al- 
waies pored upon by Chriſtians of any growth or (tature ; and then 
rells them, that he fears he had loft his trme and pains among them ; 
for he preached up Ziberty,at anocher Rate,which they were nat to 
{light and undervalue, ic being a part of our Saviours purchaſe. So- 
when ſome, among the Coloſſtans, began to preachup and preſcribe. 
an uncommanded ftridneſs and ſingularity of Life, in thoſe words, 


* Touch mt, tafle not, handle not, laying a great ſtreſs of Piery in out- 


ward Abftinence ; he blames them, Tiywarcods, why are je - 
loaded and burdened with theſe new Rites and Ordinances ? which -— 
afrer- 
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after the Dotrine and Commandments of Men ; and therefore,as they 
ought nor to be enjoyned, ſo need they not to be any farther pra- 
Etiled by you than ſuics with your own Conventence, Nayzin'his 
Epiltle ro Timothy to command Abſtinence fron Adeats, and to fur- 
bid Marriage ; though he himſelf, and common experience tells 
us,that K2agv,i.e.it is much more convement to be free,than bound in 
Wedlock, ye: he calls that Do&trine, che Dofrine of Devit, and 
therefore I need nor ſcruple to call it Antchriſtian. | 
Belides theſe three, 1 do not remember that in the New Te- 
ftamenc I find any Tenet branded as Antichriſtian ; for chough 
there are many other things, as Free-witl, Merit, Worſhip af Insages, 
Not ſanitifying of the Lords day, or-one day in ſeven; and the like, 
which are (everely condemned as Falſe and Imptous ; yer I cull chat 


only Azatichriſtian which dire&ly oppoſes Chriſt 1n ſoine of his 


Othces, or in his Purchaſe-and Acquiſition for believers, 
And ſo much for that which was to be theDoctrine of An-ichriit. 

2. The Practice of Antichriſt is recorded to diſcover it ſelf in 
theſe three things : 

Firlt, Pride, whereby he oppoſes our Saviours Hamility and ſelf- 
denial. For thus our Saviours tinting that Ambitious (rife of his 
Diſciples, concerning who ſhould be greateſt : T he Rulers of the Hea- 
then, ſauh he, do exerciſe Lordſhip over them ; but it (hall not be ſa 
among you ; but he that will be ar@7@, affett the Primacy amon 
20u, let hims be ſervant of all ; and to enforce this, our Saviour urges 
his own Example, Ever, ſaith he, as the-Son of man came not tobe 
minſtred unto, but to miniter. And as for Power, ſo for Titles of 
Honour ; our Saviour forbiding his Diſciples, ro imitare- the pra- 
iſe of the Phariſees, who were puffed up and ſivelled with thoſe 
Airy and Empty names of Honour among(t men. Be zet ye, ſaith he, 
called Dottor, or Maſter, or Father, or Teacher, 1.e. Aﬀect not 


co be ſo called, for you have one Teacher, which s Chrift : Ye 


have ene Father which is in Heaven ; but all ye are Brgghren. And 
therefore rake heed leſt by raking upon you ſuch glorious ftiles, you 
forger that Equality which ſhould be amongtt brethren. Thus 
Chriſt. But Amnichrift thinks no Power toogreat, no Name too 
good for him : And therefore the Apoſtle Pax gives this Cha- 
rafter of him thar he1s one who oppeſeth himſelf ( 1.6. againit Chrift) 
and exalts himſelf above all that is called God, or =*395ua, (which 
word 1 take co fignifie the Emperial ſtile; for rhe Emperour in 

__TLazne 
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Latine was called AuguiFuu,in Greex £4845@, and therr it ſigni- 
fies, that An:ichrit thould advance himſelf above all Princes and 
E mperours ) Se that he ſhall ſit as a God, in the Temple of God, ſhew- 
ng himſelf that he 1sGed ; 4,6. afluming unto hinſelf the exercite of 
Divine Power and Honour, as if he were a God on Earth ; which 
whoever doch multi needs in that be Aztichr;ft, ;, e. oppoſe the 


 Humili:y borh practiſed ana preſcribed by Chriſt. 


Secondly, The ſecond thing, wherein the Practice of Antichriſt 
was codiſcover it ſelf,is Pompe, as it is oppoſed to Chriſtian Pover- 
ty. Iknow very well that Poverty and Riches are res medie, that 
in themſelves neither ſtate doth make us more or leſs accepted to 
GoJ : Bur yer ſuch hath been and is the Fare of crue Religion, that 
Riches, rot conmonly,are the Portion of the men of this world, 
out of which Coriſti:nity calls its followers bur Diſgraces, 
Loſſes, and Poverty are moſt uſually the AtrenJants on ſtri&neſs 
and Holineſs : Thus our Saviour aftirms rhe condition of Beaſts - 4 
the Earth, and Birds of the Heaven,to be,in outward reſpe&s, mu 
betrer than his, For the oxe, ſauh he, have holes, theother have neſts, 
but the Son of man hath not where to lay his head : And thereupon cals 
his Followers to /eave every thing, 1.6. to be 1n a readineſs to hazard - 
all rather than ro quit their proteſſion,or elſe chey were net fit to be his 
D:ſciples. But AmtichrifF,quire contrary,propoſes worldly wealth, 
and Temporal Rewards unto his Followers ; and ſeeks to recon- 
cile Piety and Preferment, #z. e. ſelf-denial with that which doth 
dreflycontradift it. For which reafon, I ſuppoſe, it is, that the 
Aroſtle John, having premiſed that the Lowe of the World was 
Exmity nnto God ; for, whatever ts in the World, the deſire of the Fleſh, 
(5. e. Pleaſure ;) the deſire of the Eyes, (1. e. Riches ;) and the pride of 
Life, (i. e. outward State and Magnificence,) they are nat of God,but 
of the world, To which he immediarely ſubzoyns, Little childrey, 
it 75 the laſt hour, and as you have heard, that Antichriſt (hall come, ſo 
now there arg many Amichriſts : Plainly intimaring,that there were 
ſone,who, by immerſing themſelves in rhe Delights and Exceſles 
of the World, did abundantly diſcover their Amtichriſtian temper. 
And accordingly in the Revelation, chat Woman, which figured the 
true Church, as ſoon as ever (he had brought fort, 1. ec. received and 
embraced the Faith of Chr;/?, (heis ſaid ro fle&3ro the Wilderneſs, 


where ſhe was to abide for a long time in a diſconſolate and affij- 


Red condition ; where it 1s obſervable, that the time, w:z. of 
I 260, 
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x 260, daics, Whichis allotted unto the womans abode tu the Wilder- 
neſs, is the very ſame time, in which the Witneſſes were to Prophecy, 


"reads PANKGY01 0895 being arrayed with ſackcloath ; to lhew their in- Apoc,11.3, 


digent and needy ſtat: as likewiſe the Tewple,or true worſhippers 
of God, was ſo lovg to be trampled under food, which likewiſe is the 
time limited for Ancichritts Reign and Perſecution. Thus the 
true Church, like Chriſt her Head, finds no peace on Erth, bur is 
fain to leek thelter in a W1/derneſs. But that woman, which is the 
Embleme of the Falſe Church, is repreſented to fit in goodly 
Array #pon a ſcarlet-coloured Beaſt : And the woman was cloathed with 
Purple and Scarlet, and adorned with Gold, and precions Stunes, and 
Pearls;1.e.Tricked up and ſer our with the urmolt circumſtances of 
ourward Glory and Magnificence, by which ſhe doth allure and 
entice-her Followers; making her Religion as pompous, Thearri- 
call, and ſpecious as may be, thac ſo it might be taking. Bur we 
have nor ſo learned Chr;/#, who was himſeit poor, and his Doctrine 
fri and ſevere; ſo that to take off from the end of Religion, 
which is to withdraw men from Earth, that they m1y mind Hea- 
ven ;and to change the Spirit and Purity of Worſhip into the ſplen- 
dex and pompe of Service, this is not of Chrijft, therefore i: is Ax- 
tichriſtian. 


Thirdly, The third and laſt thing in the practice of Azcichriff, 


by which he may be deſcried 1s Perſecution of all chac d flent from 
him, though never ſo holy or Religious otherwiſe ; which is an in- 
fallible Note of Antichriſt, as being directly contrary to the 
Meekreſs, Mercy, and Moderation of our Saviour. For when the 
Diſciples deſired that they might call down for Fire from Heaven, 
co punith thoſe Barbarous and Inhumane Samaruans, who would 


Rey,17 3, 


not ſo muchas allow him a lodging in one of their Vill-ges; Our Luk. 9.55, 


Saviour ſharply reproves them, Te know mor, ſaith be, of what ſpirit 
& are ; 1.e.the Chriſtian ſpirit 1s not a bloody, a {elf-avenging : 
ut a tender, a compaſſionate ſpirit ; For the Son of man cane nt to 

deſtroy mens lives, bat to ſave them. And again, when ſome of his 


Diſciples told him, that they ford ſome doing miracles in his name, W.v.50. 


but they forbade them ; becauſe, ſay they, they followed net 45. Forbid 
them not, (aich our Saviour, fer he that 15 not againl?, 44,35 for us. Thus 


the Apoltle Part, Let every man, ſich he, TAlegFogeis vo, be fullyaſ- Rom.14, 


ſwred in his own mind, i. e, of the Necellity and Lawfulneſs of that 


which he doth; And jadge not one ancther,bnt judg this rather ghat ys 


16,. 


2 Cor.1,:42 


Phil.z.1s, 


Mm. : 


Rev.13.16,17. 


R.v.18-13, 
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do put a ſtumbling block, or a coed offence before his Brother, And 
again, We, ſaith he, 5 vero, ds not Lard ut over yonr Faith, or 
Conſcienctous Perſwaſion 1n things indifterent ; but if any be 
otherwiſe-minded God will reveal this to hizz ;\ with many hundreds 
of Ecriptures more to the ſame purpole, which ſhew, that nort1ng 
doth more ſavour of the fpirir of Chriſtianity chan Mutual For- 
bearance and Toleration. And that nothing is more repugnant to 
it, then Harſhneſs, Rigour, and Imperious ExaQtion. But Axtr- 
chriſt, quite contrary, 1s all made up of cruelty and unmercifulneſs; 
T he falſe Prophets, ſth our Saviour, which come in my Name, they 
wear ſeeps-cloathing, but inwardly they are ravening Wobves ; 1.6.They 
ſeem mild and gentle, bur indeed are Furious, and bloud-thirſty 
men ; and therefore in the Revelation, Antichrift is compared un- 
to 2 Beaſt which hath horns like a Lambe( 1.e.1n outward appearance 
ſeems to act for Chriſt ) but ſpeaks like a Dragov, 1.e.1n his Decrees 
and Impohtions is Outragious and Bloudy ; Inſomuch, that he cau- 


ſeth all, great and ſmall,rich and = free and boxd, to recerve a mark. 


1n their Foreheads,or in their hands ; That no man wight buy or ſell, 
{ave he that had that mark, 1. e. They were either to joyn with him 
in his publike Worſhip,and by ſome outward Teſtimony manifelt 
their Conformity, or elſe they ſhould not buy nor ſell, 5.e. not ſo much 
as exerciſe any civill Commerce or Sociery with men : Nor isthat 
all, that he will exclude ſuch from the benefits of Life, Bat, ſaith 
the Text, :f men will not worthip the beaſt, and that Image which he 
hath ſet up, #916 ira &merTavOegt, be cauſes that they be ſlain ; which 


45 the utmoſt expreſſion of Inhumanity : and therefore among the 


Merchandize of the Falſe Church, here are reckoned, Jvau &rbp«- 
a7", the ſouls or lives of men, either beltained and poyſoned with 
their Inventions, or deftroyed by their Burchery. So infinitely dif- 
ferent is Antichriſt from Chriſt, Chriſt would nor have the leaſt 
of thoſe offended that believe on him ; Aztichriſt doth nothing 
elſe but offend them. And ſo much for che ſecond thing in our 
Saviours Prediction, viz. The way tow Amntichrit or the Falſe 
Prophet is to be deſtroyed 3 in the decyphering of which, I have 
purely followed that Merhod, which the Spirit of Propheſie, which 
18 calle th: Teſtimony of Jeſus \n Scripture, hath chalked out to me, 
without mingling the leaſt of my own Inventions and uncharitable 
Preſumrtions wath it. . 

3. The third thing obſervable in our Saviours Prediction, is the 
Time 
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Time when Antichrift ſhould ariſe ; which is implied in the word 
787%, then, about the Time thr feruſalem was deſtroyed ; which 
that it was a very proper time for Anrchrit to ariſe in, will ap- 
pear from theſe rwo Reaſons. 
1. Becauſe then the Apoltes, and others, who plinted Chri- 
Nianity, and were infallibly inſpired by God, were all dead ; 
and therefore when theſe Suns were Ser,it ts nowonder if Dark- 
neſs and Night did ſpeedily overſpread the World. This is plain- 
ly irtimared by our Saviour, Where he ceils his Dilctples, that 
before Jernſalen Was deſtroyed, T\ hey ſhall, ſaith he, aelrver J0u up Mar.21.9.17, 
44:0 Tribulation, and they (ha!l kill yow; whereupon immediately 
he adds, And many falſe Prophers ſhall ariſe,and ſhall deceive many. 
As when the Binks and Bounds are broken down, rhe River 
preſently doth overflow che Valleys, ſo when the Apoltles were 
gone, Who were to [tand 1n the Breach,and co reſiſt the Torrenc, 
Corruption and Will-worſhip*did, like a deluge, over-run the 
World; as Hege/ippms, Enſebins, and other Eccleſiaſtical Wri- 
rers.do both mention and ſadly complain of. 
2. Becauſe I take che Spirit of Antichriſt, as I find it diſcove- 
red in Scripture, to confilt in #mMoapoTH4, 7, e, An ambitiue affe- 
ation of Soveraignty or Dommongor in a word, A Love of Prima- 7. 
cy. This the Apoltle cenſures 1n D:otrephes, that he was 9 a27pa- 
Te5-v; 1, C. He loved tobe firſt or chief, and took u>on him #2 a- 
Af1v T's ernAnnite, 1.0. the ſole power to excommunicate. Now While 
Z:ruſalem was ſtanding 1n 1ts glory, no Church confd vye with 
char for ſuperiority, as being undoubtedly the Mother Church, 
from wh:nce all the relt did proceed : Bur as ſoon as ever the 
7 #27629", 1,0. the Tewiſh [tate was renoved, then the biggeſt Ciry 
laid clain ro be the beſt Church, and never re%ed ul ir had fixed 
* in ir ſelf a ſpiritual, as before it had done atemporal and exrthly 
Dortinion, 
I know very well that the 79 #272780, or 9 #2732w0, 1,0, Fle hich 
w:thholdeth,r biadeth, 1.e, Keepeth Amichriſt from appearing, 
is conmonly underltoo.1 of rhe Crvill Empire of Rome, ſo Ter- Apol.c.32. 8 
tulliauwn his Apology, md other of the Ancients ; hur for rhe for- 2d Scap.c 2, 
mer Reaſons I think it 15 rather to be meant of the fewih State; oi ata 
. , 4 a * . E..C27, 
as likew'ſe, becauſe rhe Apoſiie 1n the ſame place ſaith, that che 


CHMyſtery of Inrquity was they working « and Tobs ſaies, that Amri- 2 Toh. 3, 
E chriſt &c 4+» R 
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chri# was then come ; Whereas there Was ho conſiderable change 


in the Empire of Rome, for ſome aundred; of years 412: Bur 
Jernſalem was dettroyed within few | Cars ofhun thy Apolite Vanls 
Deacn, and he ſeems tointinare ihat io lo. evident Sy ine 
promes of,and Preparations © it, yen 14: BS ON 1:0, 1N thoſe 


words of his, T he wrath, ;.& thiciinea by our $ivIOur, 25 come 
2:pon them to the ut1c1 15g Bui Joha c1d fuivive the ruine of that 
City, Whe:eupoi ne 116i, that Antichriſt was then come; th2 
76 #4T%%, 1.en.100ed by the Apottle Paul, being in his time re- 
moved. 

Having thus fixed the Riſe of Antichriſt upon the deſtruction 
of Jeruſalem, We mult take notice that there 1s a threefold 
Epoche-or account of time, from whence we may date the ruine 
of thac City : The firſt was in the time of Yeſpatian, about forty 
years after our Saviour, and then Aztichriſt was working, being 
then in his ſeeds and beginnings. The ſecond was urider 4ar:av, 
about I 50 years after our Saviour z and then Amtchriſt was come 
to ſome conſiftence and maturity, for to paſs by the Falſe and 
Unſound DoErines and corrupt Practices of thar -Age, as their 
enveighing againſt the Marriages, eſpecially the ſecond marriages 
of Mimſters ; their #ſe of the Creſs, and countivg it a kind of 
Charm ; their volantary Faſting and Penance, and placing ſome 
kind of holineſs in the unmarried Rate, as may be ſeen at large in 
Tertullian, Cyprian,and others. Bur to paſs by theſe, abour Aar;- 
ans.time it Was, that Vittor, the Biſhop of Rome, did take upon 
him ro excommunicate all rhe Eaſtern Biſhops that did not ſo- 
lemnize Eaſter at the fame time with him ; by which Irregular 
and Preſumprtuous Decree, he did not only take that for granted, 
which Ithinkis very queſtionable,viz.the keeping of Eaſter, I mean 
upon a Religious account, bur likewiſe he aflumed a power 
which did not belong to him ; and ſufficiently ſhews tharthir 
Church was then aiming at Empire and Rule rather than Reli- 
gion. The third and laſt date of feruſalems Ruine was in Juli- 
an's time, when the Temple was torne up by an Earthquake, and 
that Prophecy of our Saviour literally fulfill:d, that rhere ſhould 
aot be left there one ſtone upon another. And about this time, ir 
would be endleſs to recount the infinite abuſes and errours 
Thich were notonly crept into, but had credit and countenance 
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inthe Church, The Doftrine of Merit and Fuſtification by Works; 
the Worſhip of Angels ; the forbidding of Marriage, and Abſtain- 
ing from Meats,being publikely owned , and this laſt fo rigorouſ- 
ly preſſed, rhat Socrates, a learned and moderate Hiſtorian, ob- 
ſerves, «4 Naprezv wh/ many mgyeiay HyEvmm, mel I Huepwy eogTiNs ws 
mii ous dywrigorrw. They count, (ith he, Fornication and all 
ancleanneſs an indifferent and dispenſable fault ; but about their Feaſt 


aud Faſt dates, they contend as for their lives, he adds, anSpt lam: s 


7678 958 meocilyward, t ropoleTavTes faurils, awe perverting the 

Commands of God, and gromg Laws unto themſelves. At the ſame 
time likewiſe were appeals made unto Rowe, to Juli the 
Biſhop there, as the Judge of C:21l Controverſies ; and a Decree 
either made or tacicly aflented ro, that yo A of a Council ſhould 
be'valid at which the Biſhop of Rome was not preſent 3 which ſhews 
chat Antichriſt, :.e. that proud, aſpiring, overweening Spirit was 
well orown,and arrived almoſt to its full Rature. Nezazyftith my 
Author, 1.C. zow of a long time had the Biſhiprick of Rowe advanced 
it ſelf Tee THs Leprogumns, em Thy Ivagery beyond the Sacer dotal unto a 
T yramnical Power,and therefore would not permit thoſe who were of the 
ſame Orthodox Faith with them to meet and aſſemble quietly in their 
Farudiftion. Andthis was written by Socrates, before the ſtile of 
Hmverſal Biſhop was yer thought of; which within a hundred 
years after was challenged, and then was the Myſtery of Iniquity 
compleat and perfect, 

4. The fourth and lalt thing 1n our Saviours PrediCtion, 1s che 
way how Amichritt ſhould riſe, together with the Progreſs he ſhould 
make ; They ſhall ſhew, auch our Saviour, great ſigns and wonders, 
to decerve, if it were poſſible, even the Eleft, And this nore either 
of prerending to, or really effeting of Miracles is mentioned 
both by the Apolile Paul, and Fohnin his Revelation, Paul ſaith 
of him, that his working ts according to Satan, 1n all power and 
figns, and 7720 4*V/s5, not [15mg wonders in this ſenſe, as if their 
Miracles were all forged and falſe, but Ti4710 Erexz 42uDÞ5 yonders 
done in defence and maintenance of alye, 1. e. His Dodrine ſhould 
be ſo falſe, that it ſhould have nothing to uphold it but meerty 
the Reputation of Miracles, whether true or falſe. Sothe Apo- 
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2reat miracles, ſo that he makes even fire ts deſcend from Heaven ; 
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whar he there cals a Beaſt, in another place ke calls,the falſe Pro- 
phet who dues fians and wonders, So that our Saviour and his Apo- 
itles do both granc that Miracles inay be done by a falſe Power ; 
and likewiſe athrm, that whoever hath nothing elſe to. alledge 
for his Religion, bur imeerly Afiracles, thit ſame ns Antichriſt, 
For Truth (tands nor. in neea of ſuch outwara Circumltances to 
underprop It 3 and, according to the Scripture, Afiracles are not 
Lo prove the Do-r1ne,but the Dofrine 15 to prove the Miractes, 
whether they are from God or not, Bur yet, faith our Saviour, 
with thoſe Arts and wates he ſhall ſo far prevatl,as even almoſt 
to (tagger the belief of the very Elett ; Mary ſhall follow their de- 
ftrut ive Dotlrmes, faith Peter ; the Warld ſhall woader after the 
Beat, ſaith Fokn, and he (hall deceive the Inhabitants of the 
earth, &c. all which places do nate an al:nott Univerſal ſeducti- 
on. Andifany ask,how it cones to pats that Corruprtion,ſo con- 
trary co the received Texets and Maximes of Chrilianity ſhould 
be ſogenerally embraced, the Apoſtle Paul hath given 1t, Becauſe 
men have not received the love of the Truth, that they might be ſaved, 
therefore ſhall God ſend upon them the ſtrong working of deceit, that 
they ſhould believe a Lye, 1444 Men being unwilling to give themes 
jelves up to the guidanceof Truth, which ſhines clearly by its 
own Lighr, borh 1n Scripcures,and in their own Underſtandings ; 
tierefore ſhall God ſuffer them to be ſo bru:iſh and Sotrith, 
as tO quit tFeir Reaſon, and ro-be led up and down by any fond 


and ridiculous Errour,as thoſe Impoſtors thall guide them. 


1 have done with the Prediction of our Saviour concerning, 
AntichrifF,andif upon your enquiry you find, that there is thac 
Keligion in the world which hath eſpouſed and embodied into 
their Confeſlion of Faith all the Opinions of Artichriſt : If chere 
be that Church in the world, whieh {till pretends to do, and, for 
ought I know, dorh reall Miracles, upon which the; bottone 
their Plea to be the true Church; if they Maintain Perſecution, 
Violence, and Fraxd ; if they have difpiriced and ciſenvigoured 
Religion by their worldly Pompe and Gallantry ; and make thri- 
vine in this world a fign that God doth love and favour them, 
all which are Amnichriſtian Teners and Prattices. If there be. 
that Perſon inthe world, who hath aſſumed the very ſtile of A-. 
zichrift, who hath trampled upon XK ;»gs, and rradeupon the. 
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Necks of Emperonrs:; who in his Cao Law iscalled Gd; and, 
like God, doch diſpenſe with all, boch Divine and Hunzane 
Laws ; then firlt,certainly Amtichri/t is already come ; and ro de- 
ny it, is. to deny.as great evidence and notoriety of faCt, as to 
deny it is day when the Sun ſhineth. And ſecondly, He which 
fore.old that Amtichrift ſhould thus come, with all theſe Cir- 
cumttances that I have ſummed up, he was undoubtedly a true 
Prophet, the true Meſſiah; for to repeat the Argumenr in my 
Text ; Hetold us theſe things before rhey came to paſs, and we find. 
that they are come to paſs ; and therefore he is. 


The Uſe that I ſhall make of chis whole Diſcourſe is:: 
I, To convince the UnreſMued, 
2, To confirm thoſe who are already ſetled. 


The firftuſe ſhall be ro convince the Mnreſaived ; I have already. 
ſpoken ſomething to awaken thoſe that are reſolute and perem-' 
ptory Unbelievers ; but there are many, who may be yer 1n their 
enquiring, doubting, and diſputing fate ; who are not unwilling. 
w-embrace the Faith of Chyz/t, bur they find ir to be ſo repus- 
nant to every thing of natural Reaſon within them: and likely to 
be attended with fo much hazard and danger, that they are ei- 
ther aſhamed or afraid ro own ir,but yet are not fixed in poſitive: 
denial of ir, bur through uncertainty they are alwates Anxious 
and wavering. Such as theſe ought to be renderly and gently 
dealt with ; and two things I ſhall propoſe tothem, which may: 
help co alleviate and to abate thetr Prejudicez. | 

I. That Chriſtian R-ligion 15 in no part of it unreaſonable ; for, 
ſince the P:oof of 1tin general depends upon the clearelt De-. 


monſtration, wiz. T he falfilling of Prophefies, then the belief of it 
mult needs be rational. I kno very well, that rhe things con- . 


rained 1n the Scriptures, viz. T he Incarnation of the. Sonof God, 
three Perſons of the Godhead, the-Immeaiate Atling of the Holy 
Spirit upon the heart of Believers, and the like, are all Myſterious, 
and no waies reconcileable to Humane Apprehenſion ; but then 
we muſt conſider, rhat theſe things are not propoſed to our Un- 


derſtandings to conprehend them ; bur meerly to our Faith ro- 
b:lieve them ; which where there 1s a firm and demonſtrable 
oround. 
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ground of Beliefe may bedone, even to many things that we un- 
derſtand not. And the great hindrance that hath kept Chriſtian 
Faith from entring into the minds of men,is want of attendance 
ro that diſtin&ion, for many have both confounded themſelves, 
and ſubv<rred the Faith of others by preſſing upon them acom- 
prehenfion of what is no wates by us Intelligible. And therefore 
all choſe Diſþates about Predeſtimation, Trinity, Reſurreftion, Incav= 
»ation, and the like, are for the greatelt part of them unprofitable 
and dangerous ; becauſe they are not content barely to aſſert the 
Truth, ( which is then belt done when ir is put into the plaineſt 
and molt unſcholaftick Language of Scripture ) but our Arguers 
do over and above enquire de modo, and labour to give reaſons 
for thoſe {tugendious and amazing Myfteries, which the Apoſtle 
Paul cries out @ 8«v&- upon, and, for the moſt part, ends the 
Diſpnte with a Reproof of the Diſputer. And therefore ſuch of 
you as are not yet fixed in your belief ; ſer your ſelves purely 
upon this Article, viz. to enquire whether feſus be the Chriſt ; and 
never give it over till it hath pleaſed God fully :o confirm you in 
it. And my Reaſons fer this Advice are theſe three. 

I, Becauſe this is the moſt effeQual and ready way to prove 
unto you the Divine Authority of the Scriptures. Thoſe who ſer 
upon this work by endeavouring to prove the Serjptures to be the 
Word of God, as they lye in groſs, and in their diffuſed Bulk, pro- 
ceeding by Chapter and Verſe, do undertake a Tedious and Im- 
poſſible Task ; for there thoſe ordinary and trivial ObjeAtons of 
miſtakes, and variations i Copies, miſtranſlations, and the like, are 
never to be afſoiled ;' but if you draw the ſeveral lines in Scrip- 
ture into their Center,and contract them into Chriſt, as youre 
ro do the Sun-beams into a burning-glaſs, then do they caſt a 
quick and vigorous luſtre, ſufficient ro enlighten and warm even 
the moſt liffe and rigid Oppoſer. He that would demonſtrate 
the Providence of God,would not, ] ſuppoſe, begin with the Af;- 
nutie nenndi, the leſſer things of the world, as Flies and InſeRs, but 
he would fix, as David aoth, upon the Sun, or ſome noble and 
conſpicuous part,whoſe Uſe 1s undeniable; and thence conclude, 
that if Providence hath a reſpe& ro any one part of the world,ic 

canner be imagined bur ir ſhould have an Influence over all ; for 

elſe it muk either be Finite or Partial,which is abſurd, So in the 
aſſerting 
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affercing of Scriptures, begin with that which they all poine ar, | 
and which if one place be queſtioned,thouſands of the ſame kind | 
Will evince, viz. That the Meſſiah was to come, Which is the grear | 
deſign of the Old Teſtament. That the Meſſiah 1s come, which | 
is the ſum of the New ; and then all the other parcs of Scri- 
pture will be owned, as ſuired to the Divine and Heavenly Na- 
rure of our Meſſiah; who took a body, not only that he might 
dye our Price, but that he might live our Pattern. And almoſt 
each Line of Scripture, eſpecially in the New Teſtament, de- 
ſcribes either his Life,or his Language, | 

2, Here the Doubter mult begin, becauſe this 1s the readieſt 
way to aſcertain himſelf whether he be guided by the Spirit of 
God, or not. So the Key Paul, None can " Teſs the Lord 3 Cor. 12.3, 
but by the Holy Spirit ; and fohn, Every Spirit that confeſſeth Jeſus 
the Meſſiah *.4 be come in the fleſh, ts f/ God. They do nor hung LIEN 
that ſaying this in words is a lign of the Spurjt, for whac is more 
eafie? bur the owning ir in heart, this whoever doth, may be 
ſure he hath the Spirit. And the reaſon is plain, becauſe where 
the Obje& propoled doth exceed any natural power, there mutt 
be a ney power given, by which rhat Object is to be received. 
Thus the Apoſtle John argues concerning future glory, Hereaf.er, \ poh.z.3, 
faith he, we (hall be lake kim, 1. e. Chriſt, becauſe we ſhall ſee him as 
he is, There will be a proportion and fimilitude between Chrilts 
body andours, becauſe our viſive Faculty ſhall be ſo exceedingly 
advanced, as that we ſhall be able ro perceive him in his utmoſt 
radiance of Glory. So in belief, fince the ſoul when ir doth ir, 

is heightned beyond any native Virtue of its own, itts a fign 

that Gods Spirit hath illuminated and enlarged irs Cipacity, 

Thus the Apoltle, We are ſaved by Grace through Faith, aud that Eph.2.2, 

wat of our ſelves, it is the gift of God ; 1.e.that very Faith, by 

which we apprehend Chriſt, is as much the gift of God as Chriti 

himſelf that 1s apprehended by ir. I know very well this ſeems 

harſh ro many who are willing to boaſt in themſelves ; but if ever 

you come to believe indeed, you will find the Difhculties, your - 

Natural Reaſon doth urge and vex you With, tobe inſuperable,. 

untill rhe Spirit of God, by infuſing new light, doth explain and 

ſolve them. 

Laſtly, Begin wich enquicing whether Jefius be —— 
| ecaule 
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| becauſe upon this depends the whole courſe of your future Obe- 
dience. Our Saviour required no more of any that came-un:o 
him, bur eo belteve that he was the Son of God; not that he did ex- 
clude good works, bur he kneiv that this was the only way to 
facilitate and expedtte them. All the while we are either uncer- 
tain that our pat {ins are pardoned, or our preſent ſervices ac- 
ce;ted ; how lamely, hoiv untowardly do we ſer about our duty ? 
Bur when once we believe on Chr all chat care is over, ar.d the 
| firmer our Faith is, the higher and more ardent will our Love be; 
| which, like a lame, ſhoots through the ſoul, and carries it out 
il with an heavenly quickneſs and ardency. Therefore, ſaith the 
q Rom. 10.9,160, Apolile, If thou confeſs with thy nrwth,that Feſus is the Lord, 1.e. 
| If thou obeyelt him) and believeſt i thy heart that God hath raiſed 
x hire from the dead, ( 1.e. that he is the true Meſſiah, of which his 
Reſurre&ion is an infaliible proof, ) ehou ſhalt be ſaved. For wth 
the heart men believe unto righteouſneſs ; (1.6. unto the jultification 
of rheir Perſons, ) and with the month 25 confeſſion made unto Sal- 
vation. Bat to think of making confellion, or doing any act of 
Religion, Without Faith ( defire ar leaſt, and che deſire of 
Faith is Faith) this 1s only ro mock God, and ro undo 
our ſeives by our fooliſh and hypocritical preſumprions, in 
preſenting unto him a Sacrifice which heabhors ; For without 
Faith, 1.e. reliance upon him for mercy, and out of Chri{t, 

God is nothing elſe but Jultice, : 75 poſſible to pleaſe him. 
When the Doubter hath gone thus tar, as to find that if he 
will be ſatisfied, here he mult begin ; his nexr courſe will be to 
run over in his mind thoſe Arguments which our Saviour uſeth 
to evince his being the Meſſiah ; ſuch are the heaverlineſs of hs 
hk $ Language 3 Why do you mt, ſaith our Saviour, kow my ſpeech ? 
| 7.2. Why do you not PErcetve, Even by my manner of diſcourſe 
that I am come from heaven, full of that God in whoſe Name 
] ſpeak 2? For, as ſome of the Jews ſaid, theſe are not the words of 
PIT. him that hath a dewil : Theſe are not the words of one that came 
ro deceive the world, and to boaſt of himſelf to be that which he 
was not. Another Argument our Saviour urges, 15 the holineſs 
1h 8.46 of his Life 3 Which of you, ſaith he, duh convince m2 of ſin? and 
_ many gord works have 1 dene among ft you; for which of them do you 
fone me ? An holy,bumble, ſelf-denying man, wno forbad 5 
1s 


<a: 


his Miracles to be publiſhed, cannot,wichout intolerable milice, 
be ſuppoſed to atlume article which did not belong to him. Add 

ro chis.the God-like Patience and Reſolution of his Death,dying; 
in defence of this very Tenet ; unprovoked with injuries, brea- 


thing out.his ſoul in charity ro men, Father forgive them, for they 1 yy, 1347 - 


know mt what they do ; at the ſame tine both praying and pleading 
for his bicrereſt Enemies ; and rhen giving up himſelf unto his 
Father with perfe& Affance, Father, wntothy hands do I commend 
my Spirit. Add yet farther, the Teſtimony of his :Followers, 
who-ſaw him after he was riſen ; the ſucceſs of -/his Doctrine in 
ſpire of Perſecution ; and above all, the fulfilling of pw os 
as I have already mentioned ; Truly rhen if he that doubred be 
not fatisfied ; if he that was almoſt, doth not become altogether 
a Chriſtian, he. is ſtrangely wanting to himſelf, for Godis not 
wanting to affilt thoſe who do but begin to enquire after him : 
every doubt that ariſerh being nothing elſe but a Motion of 
Gods Spirit, whereby he would draw us unto himſelf. 

Having thus cleared, thar to believe is not-unreaſonable, as 
the Unbeliever ſuppoſerh ; che next thing I ſhall propoſe is 
this: That | | 

2. To obey is not dangerous; for though we may /ofſe our 
Lives, yer ſure we ſhall be ſufficient gainers if we ſave onr ſouls. 
And therefore let the Doubrer (trengrhen himſelf with repre- 
ſenting Heaven in its fulneſs of Joy alwaies before his eyes. 
That Do&tine which teacheth, that we are »ot to have axeye to 
the recompence of reward, it 1s falſe and — 1c is falſe, 
becauſe ir contradicts the Command and the Example of Chriſt, 
who for the joy that was ſet before hims deifiſed the (roſs. Thus Mo- 

ſes, thus Pal did botheye the Reward themſelves, and enjoyn 
Ic as aduty uponothers.. 2. It is dangerous, firſt, becauſe ir be- 
gets infinite ſcruples, eſpecially in young Converts, whoſe firſt 
induceinenc muſt either be from their hopes, ar rheir Feares,and 
which way ſoever they begin they have our Saviour ſomerime 
uſing Threats, otherwhiles mingling Promiſes, co juſtifie their 
being wrought upon by either. 2. Ir makes the greateſt and 
mc comfortable part of the. Word uſeleſs, and tharis the Pro- 
miſes ; andif men may live above che Promiſes, it will quickly 
follow, thar they may live above the Precepts too ; and _—_ 
| F the 
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Heb 12.2% 


2 Cor.4.1 7« 


Uſe 2. 


3 Cor.10.12: 


Hch. 2.12. 


Jelt,2.22> 
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th: end of ſuch DoArine may be,is too ipparent. I ſay rhetefore 
to the yer Doubring Chriltian,ferch new !trengrh & vigour from 
the Promiſes ; for if thy B:lief: be Reaſonable, Iam ſure thy 
Obedience, yhough ir-btangs ſuffering, is highly ſo ; for no mo« 


: MEntany. pref{ure; how grievous ſoever, canvcountervaile thar full 


and everlaiting weight of happineſs which 1s laid up for Belie- 
vers and Obzyers of: che Goſpel. And that is a Theme 6 obs 


- vious, thar I need nor infſt upon ic, 


...: $9 math for the foſt Hſe. 

The 'fedond Ute is co:confirm and firengthen Believers : He 
that flandeth, ſaith the Apoſtle, and Faich only is the cauſe of a 
Chriſtians ſtanding, let him take heed left he fall ; And take heed, 
ſaith he to the believing Hebrews Jef? there be in any of you an evil 
heart of wabelief, to: Apoſiarize from the Irving God.” Nothing doth 
ando the greareſt part of Chriſtians, . bur their Confidence z 
whereby, preſuming upon their preſent ſtock of Faich, rhey lay 
in no freſh recruits, and ſo fall, if not finally, (for that no e/e# 
Perſon can do ) yet foully, as Peter did : whoſe ſecurity betrayed 
him into thar which coſt him many bitrer Tears. This kind of 
Breadis to be begged and received new every day from Heaven, 
or elſe we have no certainty that it will continue with us one 
moment. And therefore whatever we do, let us rake care thar 
2nr Faith fail not ; a breach there, is like a wound in the head, for 
che moſt part mortall ; and if at any ume there: have been Rup- 
cures and Interciſfrons made in thar Grace,repair chem. preſently 
by quickhing and feeding your Faith with. new Argumencs 3. | 
New,if not tor Subje&t and Matter, yer for Light and for Diſco- 
very. Now. this often refle&ing upon our Saviours Prediction, 
15 the beſt expedient you can provide : For that was it Which con-. 
firmed the Apoſtles, who were of as flow, incredulous, and un- 
ealie k temper ro believe as any of us can be 5 when our Savi-. 
our had rold the Jews, that i three dates he would deſtroy the Tem- 
ple and raiſe it np again, meaning rhe Temple of his Body ; The 
Evangelift Joha obſerves, That when he was raiſed from the dead, 
ha Difciples remembred;that he had ſaid this unto them;and,he adds, 
they. believed the Scriptare, (Which foreroldrtins of the Meſſiah) 
ud the word which Teſws had ſaid ; (who foretold ir of himſelf, ) 
where he makes our Saviours forecelling his own Reſwrrofticn to 
be 


» GS A. © ads. A©AE an ad 


£35) 


be 2: wediuns by Which the Diſciples did firengrhen their Faith, 
even after they had ſeen him riſen. And when they ran to the 
Sepulchre in the mid(t of their Deſpairs and Fears, as now ima- 
oining that their Maſter was utterly gone, and all their Faich 
ungrounded ; the Angels tell them, ' Rememsber, ſay they, how he 


fpake unto you, while he mas yet in Galilee, ſaying, the Sou of man 1,\1c,1,.8. 


muſt be delivered into the hands of finful men, and be crucified, and 
be raiſed agaits the third day. And, fates the Evangelilt, they re- 
membred his words; i.e, Reflecting upon them, which their pre= 
ſenr ſorrow and impatience made them to forger, they did a 
liccle moderate and appeaſe their ſorrow. By the example then 
of thoſe Apofiles, ofren mind your ſelves of our Sayiours Predi- 
&tions,and they will be of great advantage and comfort to you in 
theſe three Caſes : | | | 


T. In caſe of Herefes, which are already come. 

II. In caſe of Perſecution, which may come. 

11.1n caſe of Future G lory, which though it be now delay- 
ed,yet we have a promiſe that 1t will came. 


I. The refleing upon our Saviours Prediftions will be of 
#reat uſe to comfort Believers, in reſpe& of the Hereſies which 
already are come; I know it is aſad and troubleſome thing un- 
co a true Chriſtian to fee the Diviſions and Can:entions of Bre- 
threw; to have the Peace of the Church diſturbed by Schiſmee,and 
the Unity of Faith divided by Errazer ; but as our Saviour ſaid 
to his Diſciples concernivg the Deſtruction of Jeruſalem, When 


you ſee Wars, and Tumults, be not troubled, for all theſe things muſt Luk.21.9. 


come to paſs. So ſay I, when youſee Herefie and Errour ſpreading 
it ſelf, and Parties, and fidings, under prerence of advancing 
Truch, miſcalling Fa#:on by the name of Religion ;'be nor ama- 


zed, for we know who hath told us, .That there maſt be Herefies, , Cor, 
ade 


thar 41 doxuwuor, thoſe whoſe Faith us approved or tried may be m 
manfeſt. As miits and vapours ſerve to ſet our the Sun, ſo do 
Errours in ſome make the Truth chat 1s owned by others more 
conſpicuous and apparene. I know the common cry of Ignorant 
or ſelf-deſigning men,is Put down Preaching, keep the Peaple frons 
reading the Scriptures, 8c, Which 1s c” one as if they ſhould ay, 
., 2 Pu 
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Pull down the Sun, thit we may prevent the rifing of Clouds and 
Me:eors ; The Scripture 1s like che Sun, and where it ſhines vi- 
o0:oully, the dull Earth, 7.e. Natural Ignorance in men, which 
 conceives and apprehends it nor, mult needs fend forth miſts 
and vapours. Bur,God forbid that.the Children ſhould be depri- 
ved of their Bread, becauſe the Dogs are ready to ſnarch it from 
chem,and abuſe it. To Impriſon the Scripture in a dark and un- 
known Language, 1s indeed the ready way to prevent Herelies, 
for what people cannor know thzy will be: ſure no: ro contend 
abour : So ro extinguiſh. the.Sun, is the ready way rohinder 
Clouds, bur then we ſhall be encompaſſed with the Horrour of 
Erernal Night : And toput out che Candle, that ſo all colours 
may agree 11 the dark, is a device as Policick as the devil himſelf 
that invented it, whoſe kingdom cannot ſubſiſt,unleſs rhe World 
do lull themſelves aſleep into a dull, (tupid, irremediable Igno- 
rance. When the Light of the Scripewye is gone, Iam afraid 
the Light of the Sperie. will go withic; AndI am ſure the Lyghr 
of Keaſorleads us ro nothing,but to Atheiſm, or to worſe, to ſot- 
tijh and 1mpertinent ſuperFtition; 1.4. it makes us either ſo cunningy 
as to deceive others ; or ſo foolth, as to be willing to be decet- 
'ved our ſelves. Therefore: initead of ſuch diſmal contrivances, 
let Hereſies be ſuppreiſed by the ſame way by which they were 
raiſed, and thar is by Preaching ; and in the mean while, ler not 
the Believer be troubled chat many Errours are co:nmonly ven- 
red now, for he underltood nor the Nature of his Religion, nor 
the vain-glorious and yet fooliſh:-Pride of man, if 'he did not ex- 

& them. For the Scripture is difficult, exceeding difficult and 

ard tobe underfiood ; and manis fooliſh,and ſo aps ro miſtake; 
Proud, and fo apt to preſume ; Vain-glorious,and ſo apt to pub- 
liſh his Conceits z.which in theend prove Here/jes. But convince 
men once thar-it 1s. their duty to be Humble, then they will 
ceaſe tovent ;. that they are to be charitable, and they will for- 
bear to contend for their ſingular Fancies ; and unto this Poſture 
of mind nothing bur the blefling of God upon- Preaching can 
bring them, 

2, This likewiſe will comfort Believers in refpet of Perſe- 
e#tions Which may come. That the Church of Chriſt 1s a Ship 
which doth beſt in a Storm, and that Faith mult, like wy 
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eried in the Fire, is ſo known a thing that 1 need not inſiſt upors 
it. All chat linfer 1s,that the having AfMiitions foretold ſhould 
keep us from grieving at them when they do come. They, ſaith 
our Saviour to his Diiclples, ſhall pit you ont of 'the Synagogues, and 
when they kill you, thinkthey do God good ſervice: And 1 tell you 
theſe things, that you might wot be offended, but remember that 1 rold 


Joh.16.1> 


you.of them. Thus the Apoltle Paul to the Theſſalomans, Let 11 1 Theſ, 3-324» 


man be moved by his Afli6tions, for ye know that me are appointed 
wnto this ; And even when we were with you, we told you before that 
we ſhould be. affiifted, even as alſo it 15 come ro paſs. Thoſe who are 
forewarned of approaching Evils, are uſually armed again(t 
them :. And therefore I have often wondred at that timid and 
abjec Spiric which 1s in-many under their AffliQions ; which is a 
cercain ſign thattheir Fear is above their Farth, and thit they 
inwardly diftruſt their Cauſe,or doubt of cheir Reward. Jf ye are 
reproached, ſaith the Apoltle Peter, for the ſake of Chriſt, happy are 
ye, for the Spiric of Glory and of God veſts upon you. And Paul to 
Timothy, We have nt recerved the ſpiru of Fear, bat the ſpirit of 
Power, therefore be nit aſhamed of the Teſtimony of Chriſt. So 
thac I conceive no condition 1s more joyous to a true Chrittian, 
than to-be endued with courage to ſutfer ; for as in Winter the 
Fire doth redouble 1ts hear, ſo God at that rrme of trial dotin 
poure-into the ſoul a more abundant ſupply of- Corforr. How- 
ever he that ſuſfers is on the ſurerſide. For though one may ſuf- 
fer,and yer nat be in the Right, yer he thac perſecures is certain- 
ly in the wrong,as doing a thing which he hath no warrant for.So 
that as the Apolile Peter adviſeth, Ler-thenm who ſuffer according 
ento the Will of God, not be ſolicicous about the Evenr, bur,goon 
in their Duty, chough the World frown, ard commit their ſouls 
unto his, in well-doing, as unto a faithful Creator, 
3.Laſtly,The reflecting upon our Saviours Predicions,and the 
fulfilling of them, will be a great Comfort unto. Believers, in 
reſpect of Fature Glory, which is yer delayed, but will certainly 
come. I make no doubr,. but every ſerious reſolved Chriſtian 
doth often wiſh with the Apoſtle Paul, Ts be diſſolved, and to be 
with Chriſt ; which cercainly 1s a condition much better rhan ro 
ſtruggle with the difficulties and uncertainties of. Life, or tobe 


clogged with a decaying, ſinful, .and enticing body of Fleſh. 
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2 Tim.1.7,8, 


Phil.2. " 


2 Cor.s, 


Heb,10,23., 


Ib.v.36,37. 


Ibid.v.18, 
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?e that are im this Tabernacle, ſaith the Apoſtle, ds groan bring 
burdened ; we would fain beliripped and diſrobed of this Cleg 
of Fleſh, and be put into preſent poſſefitan of our Inheritance. 


* Bur as Heirs mult wait patiently, 4xe 75 wpobropdn;, will the 


time appointed by their Father,ſo muſt we. Let hold faft, Caith 
che Apolile, the Profeſſion of our Faith without wavering, for he is 
faithful that hath promiſed ; 1.4. God will be as good as his word, 
and he hath ſhewn ic, by fulfilling ſo many things already. So 
that,as he adds, Te have weed of Patience, that when we have finiſhed 
the will of God, we may recerve the Promiſe, For yet alittle while, 
aud he that ſhall come,will come, and will not tarry.. Life it ſelf is bur 
of a very ſhort date, ſtretched our to its utmoſt ſpan ; but what 
2 noching is it, if compared to Ecernity ? And cannot we wait 
ſome few years to do our Maſters buſineſs on Earth, but we muſt 
cry out for our wages before we have done our work? And be- 
cauſe nbelief is ready to creep in, and to make that ObjeRion 
which ſome in Peter do, Where is the Promiſe of his coming ? Why 
doth Chriſt ſeem to negleR his Church, as if he had no regard 
unto his Vineyard ? If theſe thoughts ariſe, as do what we can, 
come they will, filence them with that of Peter, God is mot lack. 
concerning his Promiſe, as ſome men count ſlackneſs, but he is long- 
ſuffering towards us, not willing that any ſhould periſh, but that all 
ſhould come unto the knowledge of the truth. God hath yer ſome 
Jewels to gather out of rhe Worlds Rubbiſh, and it is for their 
ſakes that the preſent frame of things is ſo long continued; for 
when their Number is accomplifhed, the Heaven ſhall be wrap- 
ped np,as a Scroull, and the Earth ſhall be removedas an uſeleſs 
Scene. Wherefore, that I may conclude in the Apoſtle Peters 
words, Believers, Te knowing theſe things before, beware that ye be 
»ot led away by the ſeduttion of ungodly mew, and ſo fall from your 
own ſtedfaitne(s ; but grow in grace,and inthe kaowledge of our Lord 
and Savior Feſws Chriſt. To whom be glory now and for ever, 
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The Reſurrection of the Body 
Aſſerted and - Cleared. 


Acr, 26.8. 


Why ſhould it be thought athing incredible with Jou,that God 
ſhould raiſe the Dead ? 


FJ Heſe ate the words of the Apoſtle Pan, ſpoken 

by way of Apology, in defence of himſelf; 

and of that moſt queſtioned and contradidted 

patt of his Doctrine, v1z. the Reſarreftion of 

the Dead.This being 1n it ſelf,& ſo accounted 

by him, the chief Foundation of a Chriſtians 
ope,where ever that great Apoſtle-came,he firſt laies,and then 
builds upon it, At Athens, among the learned Greeks, we find A&.17.18. 
him, by their own confellion, preaching bur two things, Teſus, 

and the Reſwrreftion. Afterwards, when he was empleaded by 

the Jews, he do: h openly avow his Faith. 7 azz, ſaith he, a Pha- 
rife ; 1. e, I do with them hold and maintain the ReſurreRion of AR.23.6 
the dead , for, asit follows, of the hope and reſurreftion of the dead 

1 an called jn qneſt ion, Again, when he was convened before Fe- 


lix, the Rontan Degury, he infilts upon the ſame _— 
or 


». 


Af.24,5, 


Doi. I, 
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for whereas he was charged by Tertwllus with being an Feretick 
( which word is till continued, as that name of Obloquy,where- 
by men are wont to diſgrace all new Diſcoveries of old Truths ) 
Paul doth,in deſpighr of that opprobrious Name, own that,which 
they called Hereſie,and aloud proclaimes, that he believed, as all 
the Jews either did, orelſe had reaſon to do from their writings, 
anc vp be a Reſurrettion of the dead, both of the juſt and of the 
w1ju5t, And now again,being brought forth before a mixt Andi- 
tory; both, of Jews and Romans, he doth nor only aflert the Do- 
.Qrine;burlikewiſe in theſe words offers to diſpute che Caſe,and 


ro provethe Reſurreftion by thedinr-of Reaſon. '- ' . 

The words themſelves, which are propoſed by way of queſti- 
on,contain three parts: | 

I. A Propoſition : that God will raiſe the Dead ; for theſe 
words, hy ſhou}d it be thought a thing incredible with you, that God 
(ſhould raiſe the Dead? Imply, that God will certainly raiſe 
chem. | 

2, An Oppoſition : that this 1s judged very incredible ; for 
theſe words, #hy is it judged incredible with youzhat God ſhould 
raiſe the Dead ? Implies, that this is ordinarily eſteemed and re- 
pured as a thing incredible. ” tk 

3. A Demonſtration or a Convittion ; that though this was 
judged incredible, yet indeed in ir ſelf it was not ſo. For this 
queltion, #7hy #« it judged mcredible,&c. implies,that in the opi- 
nion of the Queſtioner, there was no ſuffctent Reaſon why it 
ſhould be ſo eſteemed. i 

And theſe three Parts afford us three DoQtinal Conclu- 
ſions -: 

I, That God will raiſe the Dead. 

2. That this DoQtrine, concerning the ReſurreQtion: of the 
Dead, ſeems to natural men very incredible and very unrea- 
ſonable. 

3. Thatthe Reſurre&ion of the Dead, however ir be judged 
incredible by natural men,yer is in ut ſelf highly credible, highly 
rational. 

The firſt Concluſion is, That God will raiſe rhe Dead ; By 
Dead, here I mean that part of man which dies, wiz. his Body ; 
for che ſoul dies not,but when the body returns to its duſt,che ſou! 

. rYenurns 
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returns to him that gave it. And fear not them, ſaith our Saviour,” Ecd.12.7, 
which kill the body, but are not able to kill the ſwul 3 With this part of Mar. 10,28, 


our ſelves, as ſoon as ever we diſlodge from the Body, in the 


Apoſtle Paxls Language, we do inJnwou ned; Toy wan, ze, divell 1 Cor, 5.8. 


ad cohabite withthe Lord, as in our proper Fathers houſe ; for 
Heaven is the Souls Native and Original home: and therefore the 
re-union of that at laſt with the Body,is rather a return than aRe- 
ſurretion. To ſpeak properly, the Body only riſes 3 thus our 
Saviour : The hour is comme, ſaith he, whenthe dead ſhall hear the 
woice of the Son of God,and they who hear, ſhall live ; where, that 
we might nor be miſtaken, who he meant by dead, he adds by 
way of Explication, the houre 75 coming, when all who are, & 70's 
KN, inthe Tombes or Monuments, ſhall hear his waice. Now 


Joh.5.25. 


Ver.2$. 


what elſe are onnments but as one calls rhem,Cadaverum ftabu- Twiyl, 


la; The [tallsor receptacles of our corrupt and periſhing bodies. And 
therefore, when our Saviour envirtes all ro come unto him, he 
uſes this by way of motive, that whoever came to him, he would 


nor loſe #2 #vT9,1.C. avy thing that belonged to his, For, ſaith-he, 1-Joh,s.39.' 


will raiſe hins up at the laſt day. And again, He that believes on the 
Songhe ſhall haveEternal Life, and 1 will raiſe him up at the laff day. 
Implying, nor only thar if the body were not raiſed, ſomeching 
which did eſſentially belong ro man would be loſt and perith ; 
bur likewiſe chat wichout this raiſing of the body, Eternal Life 
would not be a ftate of happineſs ; becauſe ir would:benoching 
elſe bur an Eternal ſeparation from that partunto which theſout 
alwaies deſires to be joyned,and from which it.is unwillingly ſe- 
vered, as the Apoſtle argues,I C:r.5.1.and following verſes. 

Bur doth our Saviour, do his Apoſtles ſay this only ? Say not 
the Prophets the ſame? Is notthis Article of our Paith, as well 


as all the reſt; to be proved our of the 'Old Teſtament ? Ir will py 


concern us a little to enquire into ic,that we may ſtop thoſe mens 
mouths, who traduce our Religion, when they tell us, chat it is 
wholly new ; for if our Saviour had caught any thing which was 
eicher contrary to, or not eminently contained in the Writings 
of 2oſesand the Prophets, the Jews would have had juſter Rez- 
ſon todisbelieve his Dofrine thanas yet they can pretend. For 
to infilt only upon this of the Reſurre&tion ( which of all other 
Divine Diſcoveries ſeems to have. leaſt footing in the Old Te- 
Rament.) It is plain that the Sadduces, who denied rhe Reſur- 
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re&ion, are charged. by our Saviour with Ignorance of the Scri- 
prures,, Ye erre, {aith he, nor kyowing the Scriptures; ts 6. not re- 
fecting.uport thoſe places of Scripture wherein the ReſurreRtion 
is, though not directly ſpoken of, yer, _ and by good cot 
ſequence implied. And thereupon he interprets one place, 
which,though not minded by them, yer,did verifie his Aferrion, 
ThePlace 1s, rhar file which God, 1n his Apparition to ofes, 
did aſſume, when he calls himſelf, The God of Abraham, che 
Godof Iſaac,aud the God of Jacob ; this, ſaith our Saviour, dorh 
demonſtrate the Refurrection, For God #4 not God of the dead, bus 
of the living, ; which words conclude two things : 1, Thatthe 
touls of Abraham, Iſaac, and Facob were then hving with God, 
2. Thar the living of their fouls did neceflarily infer thar their 


_ bodies.fhowuld live roo $ fince God is not God of this or that 


Gecn.12.1, 


Heb, 17.9,16, | 


Ver,35., 


pare ovly, butoF the whole man. Another place tn che Old Fe. 
Kament which did imply the: Refurrettron, 1s the pronuſe God 
maceto: Abrahans; that he would bring hins to a Land flowing wh 
Alilkand Honey. Bur by this Land, as the Apoſtle excellencly 
argues. was: Bot Meant Camanfor there Abralans had no poſleſ< 
Gor, bur confeſſed of himdels. that he was a Pilgrims and ftranger 
ar; which manifeltly thews, chat he defhred a Country, not 
chat which he left, bur a betrer, even a heavenly one ; and thar . 
he looked after ir, as a Place of Happineſs not only for his Soul, 
but likewiſefor mis Body,. ts plains from whac the Apoſtle ſaich 
afterwards, concerning the u ed Conſtancy of the Prim;- 
erve Martyrs, ice. ſuch as died in bearing their witneſs for the 
Truths of God, before the coming of our Saviour inthe fleſh, 
They wonld nor, ſawth he, accept of delsyerance, that they might 0b- 
1411 abetter Refurrefiron.  Betides theſe places which do imply 


' this Doarine; there.are fome rhat do exprefly mention ic ; As 


Job 19. 
Ver.25, 


that of Fob, whoſewords, however controverted by many Lear- 
ned men, yerour of rhe Original, are exxtly thus, For ] know 
that my Redeemer ( 3. promifed Mefltah, unto whom this Term 
of 281 ts moſt ordinarily apphed, 2s Iſa.59.20. x13, 1.C. the 
Rediemer fhalt cometo $101, andunto them that tarnfrom ir anſcref 
fron in Farob, winch no tneerprerer bur. mult needs underftand of 
rhe promiſed Saviour ) verb, and at laft he ſtall ariſe ( or fland, 
a4. as Judge ) over the Daft, ( 74. either upon Earch, as our Engliſh 
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Tranſlation hath it ; or, ever all men, though-now for the preſent + 
they Lye inthe duſt.) And, after my wr, when they (5.e.cthe worms, Ver.26, 
erthe diſeaſes he was then atflicted with ) have pierced through 
this (4.6, body of mine ) yet aut of wy fleſh ſhall I ſee Jehovah, 
whons 1 ſhall ſee for my ſelf, and my eyes (hall behold,and not aſtran- Yer.x7, 
e&r ; Which doth ſoctearly manifeft his belief of the Reſurre&i- 
D, that, as the Words cannot poſſibly be made ſenſe withour ir, 
ſo the Greek Tranſlation, by uling the word Arz5vow, which. fig- 
nifies, To raiſe upagammro life,in thar ſenſe I ſpeak of,doth plainly 
favour it. This, likewiſe was the Faith of David, where he ſaies, 
Thou wilt not ſuffer thy Holy one to ſee Corruptzon : For.though ( as Plal.r6.11, 
cothe Riſing on che third gay, ze. before the natural Humotrs A&t-3. 
were reſolved and Corrupted ) it was literally fulfilled 'by our 
Saviour, and ſoapplied to him both by Peter and Pal, yet it is ARt.13, 
plain, -that he who ſpake thoſe words did likewiſe believe a Re- 
ſurre&ton of his own;Perſon, therefore he ſates, fy fleſhſhall 
reſt mhape. But moſt plain 1s chat of Damel, who, {ſpeaking of Dan-1 2,2, 
AAihael i.e. Meſtiah the Prince, ( and we know it was the Charge 
-againſt our Saviour,that he made.himſelf xer>r.Be7iAtey;,e, Aﬀdeſ- 
fiahthe Prince”) ſates, 'thatin histime, Many (ze. the multi- 
rude) .of ithers. that ſleep.iu the duſt ſhall awake, ſome to everlaſting 
Jife, ani ſame to ſhameaud everlaſting cantemepe ; which is ſoclear 
a Prophecy of the Future Reſurretion,and in-foexpreſs Terms, 
that our Saviour in his' Declaration of it ſeems to allude to theſe 
very words of Damel, :and to have had them.in his-eye; only 
what Daze! calls everlaſting contempt, our Saviour explains, by 
calling it, he Reſurreftion of (Comdenynarion © Andrhoſe, ſaith he, 
pho do good, ſhall go-forth-to the Reſarreftion of life ; but thaſe who 195-29. 
doen, te the Refwrreflion of Condenmation. So that from hence 
ir evidently appears, that we Chtiflians,in this -particular,do own 
no more than what other holy: men-among the Jews did .before 
us ; andour Apoſtle did very well underftand-wharhe ſaid, when 
in the words foregoing my Texr,he tells them, that . he was then 
Judged for the Promiſe ( 1.c. of Faturelife and ' happineſs not to be 
attained,bur after rhe ReſurreQtion ) wade by God unto the Fa- 
thers ; whereupon he proceeds to make that query, ,#Yhy ſhould 
be judged incredible, that God fhauld raiſe the dead? 
And ſo much forthe firſt Obſervation, 
G 2 The 


AR.1E.23, 24. 


TRrLTPEGA, 
2 Cor.1y. 


Ver.35. 


Joh.3. 9, 


Enſebil.5:C.n, 
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Fhe ſecond Obſervation is this, That the DoArine of the 
Reſurrection, though plainly revealed in Scripture, ſeems to na- 
tural men very incredible ; ſo 1r appeared to the Learned Philo- 
ſophers at Arhens, who.called Paul a:pwonigr, Prater,or Trifler 
for preaching 1c ; And they did fo little underſtand what the 
word Araseois meant, that they took it to be the nime of ſome 


Demon ;; for thus ſome i id of Paul, That he was a pabliſheftsf 


ſtrange Damons, becauſe he preached untothem feſus and the Reſur- 


retton 53 Which laſt word ſhould have been left untranſlaced, for 


they took Ardgzors, Which Paul ſpake ſo much of, to be the name 
of ſome New Goddefs. So likewiſe in this Chapter, when Paul 
makes a Relation of his Converſion, which yet was very mira- 


 culous, Feſt heard him patiently, bur when once he-began to 


mention hoiv Chriſt was raiſed from the dexd, Feftze could hold 
no longer, but cryed out with a great deal of impatience, Pal 
thou art mad, too much learning hath quite unhinged chy braine, 
and overturned thee into madneſs. Hence the Apoſtle, in thar 
Chapter where he doth moſt elegantly diſpute ir, brings in an 
heathen asking this queſtion, But ſome man will ſay, How are the 
dead raiſed up ? Which is not an How of enquiry, into the man- 
ner and Method of the-Reſurrection, in what order it ſhall be 
accompliſhed ;- but an Haw of doubting, concerning the whole 
thing : Like N:codewns's How, How can theſe things be ? And 
therefore in the Primitive Perſecutions, the enemies of Gods 
People never ſhewed more witty cruelty in-any thing than in 
deviſing waies how'to eluderhe-ReſurreRion ; and that not on- 
ly by mangling, torturing, and burning their bodies, but by ſcar- 
tering their Aſhes in the Rivers, s \9werer, ſairh mine Author, 
yv4#how Toy 0:6v, x) a'psnteglar dvrav Tv my yErer ian, ic. As if they 
had been able ts conquer God, and depr ve the Saints of their Reſwur- 
reftion, Neither was this only the perſwaſion of the Heathen 
world, bur we ſee oftentimes 'in Scripture, thoſe who owned 
higher Principles, yet manifeſting their doubts and deſpaires of 
this. Thus Job, notwithſtanding his ſo excellent confeſſion, in a 
fir of impatience cries our, As the cloud 1s conſumed and vani- 
ſheth away, ſo he that goeth down tothe grave ſhall cope np 10 more. 
And again, There # hope, ſaith he, of a tree, if it be eut down, that 
4 will ſprout again, aud that the tender branch thereof will net yy e 
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But, if a man dye, fall he live agaia? By which words he feems 
ro conclude, that by death ar leaft the Body is utterly loſt. So 
Ezekiel, when God, to try his faith, asked him this queſtion, 
Sox of man, can theſe bines ive ? That holy man durlſt nor affirm 
ic,bur uſes an anſwer which ſhews that he was altogether uncer- 
Lain and ata loſs about it : O Lord God, ſaith he, thou knoweſt ; 
ze. 1 am nor able to reſolve th:e ; that dry bones ſhould Irve,be- 
longs as much to a Divine knowledge ro comprehend,as to a Di- 
vine Power to effect it. Thus in the New Teſtament the Apo- 
{tles, though they knew their Maſter to be the Son of God, and 
e Meſſiah,(Which was a great malter-piece of Faith ) yer they 
did nor at all underſtand the Reſurreft;on ;- for when our Savi- 
our after his Transfiguration did charge then, that they ſhould 
not. 'ell any what they had ſeen, untill the Son of man were riſen 
from th2 dead ; The Evangelitt adds, rhat they kept the matter 
private to themſelves, but queſtioned or diſputed wich one ana- 
ther, what the riſing from the dead ſhould mean : at which time, it 
ſeems, rhey were 1o utterly ignorant of the thing, thac they 
ſcarce underſtood the meaning of th2 word, Hence was ir, that 
even then when the Reſurrection of our Saviour had cleared the 
Point, and left ſcarce room for the leaſt umbrage of ſuſpition to 
enter; yet there were ſoine in the Church of (ormh, who ut- 
cerly deniedirt; andotrher,of the Seft of Hymenem and Phile- 
r44,who affirmed, that it was paſt already ; So hard a matrer was 
it forthis DoXtrine to get ground inthe world ; and therefore 
che Apoſtle when he ſums up the-yſtery of Godlineſs, 3.6. as it is 
revealed by our Saviour, he makes this to be one great part of ir, 
rhat Chriſt was not only riſen from the dead, but believed on in the 
z7arld. The ſubduing of the world unto the perſwaſion and cre- 
dence of our Saviours Reſurreaion being- every whic as miracir 
lous as the railing him.. 
The. Reaſons. why this appears ſo to incredible; conatural 
men, are 
1, Becauſe naturally. men do doubt the Immortality of the 
Soul, I knoiv very well, that there are many excellen: Diſcour- 
ſes about this in the Heathen Writers ; and Plate, in a ce:tain 
Dialogue of his, brings in his Mafter Socrates,diſputing abour ic, - 


with as much [irength of Reaſon, and clearneſs of Expretſion,as 


the- 
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c,37.3, 


Marg. 


1 Cor.15.127 
2 Tim.2.18, 


1 Tim.13.6; 
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the wit of man can pollibly invent ; bur after all his fine ſayings 
he concludes, hd &7 Tay Te, Jugueiondru SUTWSE Ne, ws 409 ents 
AyLtyou mptoer YOU y £007 e!1Ifi; But expreſly to affirms,that the mat- 
ter #5 indeed ſo, as Thave diſcourſed of, doth by no means become au 
rnderſtanding man. And to makes it at the beſt only a probable 
opinion, without daring rothink, as our modern Demonſtrators 
do, that he had fully and ſatisfactorily cleared it. And there- 
fore his ſo much magnified Socrates, When he was now to be led 
unto execution, takes his farewell of the Judges in theſe words, 
which diſcover norhing bur his uncertainty, 7 goto dye, and you to 
true,and which of aus do go unto the bet eſtate, dd'naov Tarti ads in Tw 
bew, rone knows but God alone.So Tully,the moſt Learned of the Ro- 
mans, calls /nmortality ag Erroxr, which he will by no means part 
with, becauſe he 1 pleaſed and delighted with it. Wherein he diſco- 
vers his Withes, rather than his Hopes ; For as Tertmllianexcel- 
lently argues, toſuppoſe the ſoul Immorral,it was in che Heathen 
norhing elſe bur a bold and vain/preſumprion, ſince tt alwates lay 
in his power to deftroy the Soule, who madeitz and whether he 
would or not,he had nor, as to rhem, revealed his pleaſure. And 
indeed the words of Fob 1n his deſpair are che higheſt reaſoning 
of moſt Philoſophers, Mar, ſaith he, dieth, and waſteth away ; 
yea,man grueth up the Ghoſt, and where 1s he ? And Solomon, the 
perſon of a natural man, asksa queſtion, which he challengech 
the Workd to anſwer,/ho knoweth the ſpirit of a man that goeth up= 
ward, and the fpirit of a beast that goeth downward to the Earth ? 
tho knoweth? 14. upon theprinciples of meer Reaſon, and Re- 
ſearch of Natural Cauſes, who is able to reſolve it ? Whereupon 
among the Jews, the Sedaxces, whe dexied the Reſurreftion,denied 
likeiviſe both Angel and Spirit, 2. e, theſarviving of the ſoul, as 
well as the reſtoring of the body. So that ſince men do natural- 
ly doubr of the leſs, ic15 no wonder if they deſpair of the greater? 
They who are apt to give theſoul-ic ſelf for loft, how-can they 
i:nagine that the hody thould ever be recovered ? 

2, The ſecond Reaſon, why narural men are fo apt todisbe- 
ſieve the ReſurreRion,ts, becauſe they make a wrong eſtimare of 
Gods Power, We ſee in this World nothing better, and there- 
fore we are ready to meaſure God by our ſeives ; and believeno 
more of his Power than what falls within the compaſs of Hu- 
mane 


[47] 
mane probabiliry ; which is the true and fixed ground of all thar 
Acheiſhical Diftrult, which 1 all cimes. doth. fo much abound 


among men : ho © the Lord, ſid Pharaoh, that I (howld let Exod..z, 


Ifrael go? And, whe t Fehova, (aies Inſulting Sevacherib, that he 
fhould deliver J-ruſalem out of »y hand? Nay, not only theſe 
wicked men,bur the Sainrs of old have moſt ſtumbled,when they 
have been put ro Ac Faith upon Gods Omnipotency ; Thus 


Sarah when ſhe heard the promiſe of a Sow, ſhe laughed, Whar, Gen.18.11, 


faich ſhe, mow 1 am old ſhall I heave pleaſure, my Huibard being old 
alſo? Wherein ſhe multers up Arguments to make her Ditirutt 
ſeem Rational. So Moſes finds our many excuſes to avoid being 


ſenr upon Gods Errand, F ans not Elequemt, faith he, but lip of preg. 4.16 


ſpeech,ard flow of Tongue ; Andat lalt, m plitn cerms, heentrears 
that God would find our a firrer Meſfenger to go upon his Em- 
baffie, And whence did this proceed, bur from his diſtruſt of 
Gods Power to Qualife him firſt, and ro Protect him after- 
wards ? Thus Davrd, Jeremy, Zachary, nay, almolt all, when a 
ftrefs or difficulty hath been laid upon their Faith, they have 
been ready tocry out, with Nrcodenrer, How can theſe things be ? 
Thus it fares ir the Cafe of the Reſurreftion ; Men do. firtt con- 
fine the Omniporence of God to their own Norions, and then 
deny what otherwiſe they would never have doubred of, Our Sa- 


viour therefore retls the unb-lieving and gainſaying Sadduces, To Mar, 22.29: 


erre, not knowing the Scripenrer, nor the Power of God ; not know- 
ing the Scrtprures, which declare che Reſurreion ; nor the 
Power of God, winch 19 able toeffe tir. 

3. The third Reafon of this Unbelief is, becauſe Natural 
men are guided only by ſenſible Impreffions ; whar they ſee, 
rhar they believe, and are nor, withour a greet deal of difticulcy, 
carried one jot farther. Hence were the Jews toimporcunate 


with our Saviour to ſhew them a /7g» from Heaven; And when Mar.16.1. 


our Saviour told fome of his Followers, in anſwer to cheir De- 


mand, that it was the work of God, ( 7c. well-pleafing to, and re- Joh.6.30,31, 


quited by him )to believe on h1m.mhons he had ſent. They preſenc- 
Ty repfy upon him, har fer ſhenft thou they, that we may ſes and 
betieve thee ? So thoſe Scoffers in [farah, whery the Propher had 
denounced terrible things againſt chem, Zer bins make ſpeed, fay 


they, and haſten his work, that we may ſeo it, That is, you _ 
MU 


Luk,16,30,31, 
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much t6 us of what ſhall come hereafter, bur we ſee no danger 
near, and therefore we will not believe you. Thus thoſe wrerch- 
ed Phariſees, when they had nailed our Saviour to the Croſs, Let 
him now, ſay they,come down ſrom the Croſs,and we will believe hins, 
Vain men as well as Cruel! Vain, in that they conceived ir lay 
in their own Power to believe when they pleaſed; Cruel,in thar 
rhey did inſulc over a man, whom they had ſo inhumanely mur- 
dered : Both Vain and Cruel, in that they could imagine our 
Saviour, after the Miracles of his Life, and more than miraculous 
Parience of his Death,fruicleſly hewn amongſt them, would now 
deſcend at laſt meerly to fatisfie their Impious Curiofity. We 
areall of the Tormented Perſons mind ; though Preaching can 
do no.good upon us, yet wethink, if one came from the dead 


. and taught us, we ſhould chen certainly be converted ; Bur our 


Saviour hath reſolved the Caſe clean otherwiſe, f they, ſaith he, 
hear not Moſes and the Prophets ( who ſpeak 1n the Name of 
God with that Authority,as becomes his Power ; and with that 
Purity, as becomes his Holineſs ; if theſe men,thus ſpeaking, be 
not liſtened to ) zerther will men be perſwaded, theugh one roſe from 
the dead. So that our Saviour ( who beſt underſtood all the To- 
picks and Merhods of Perſwaſion ) hath left it as an Eternal and 
Experienced Truth, That no Afrracle can convince them whom 
the rd will not work upon ; thar Illuſtrations of Faith are in- 
finitely more ſatisfying than Impreſſions from ſenſe ; ſince the 
one periſh preſently, and decay by ufing, bur the other ſoak in- 
co theſoul, and grow up into a kind of Connaturalneſs with ir, 
moulding and fafhioning the mind untorheir own temper, and 
every day adds freſh life and vigour to them. Bur a Nacural man 
going not further than his Eye of natural Reaſon can carry him 
having never ſeen any thing like to the Reſurrection,no wonder 
if he doth not believe ir. 

4. The laſt and true Reaſon,why Natural men donot believe 
the Reſurrection of the dead,is,becauſe they are unwilling to be- 
lieve ir. Ir is harſh and ſevere Doctrine ; Ir laies the Axe to the 
Root of the Tree of Self, and curs off all our Fantaſtick Enjoy- 
ments Ir is the Fan that blows away our Husky and Chafhe 
Pleaſures, and leaves us to fix upon nothing, bur aſolid and ſub- 
antial Good, And therefore when one comes, and preſſes this 
cloſely 


C49 1 
cleſely upon us, we are ready to cry out, as the woman, when 
ſhe had loſt her Son, did co the Prophet, what have we to do with 
thee, O thow man of God, art thou come to call our ſins to remem- 
brante, and to ſlay or Son, 1.6, To kill and deſtroy our Pleaſures, 
which are the Darlings of our Soul ? Hence it is, that either we 
fortifie our ſelves with ObjeRions againlt the ReſurreCtion , as 
the Heathen world did, and take a great deal af pains to 
trengthen our Unbelicf ; or elſe, like Felix, we run away from 
the ſound of it, for fear it ſhould pur us intoa fit of rremblins, 
Should a man come and preach, as ſome among the Jews did, 
Let ws eat and drink, for to morrow we ſhall dye; fuch an one as 
this we ſhould welcome into our Rouſe, and thank him for his 
Poyſon. Bur let then call to us to repent,for the K ingdans of heaven 
is at hand ; they will fare as John and our Saviour did ; though 
chey may ſcape with their Lives, yet they thall not eſcape our 
Cenſure. Let a Pawlceach us, that »»w God commandeth all meu 
every where to repent, becanſe he hath appimed a day in the which he 
well judge the World in Righteouſneſs, by that man whons he hath or- 
dained ; whereof he hath given aſſwrance mito all men, in that he 
hath raiſed hinms fromthe dead. This Doctrine ſo ſober in it (elk, 
of ſo great concernment to the Party thar hears ic, and of fo 
kcrle to him thar ſpeaks ir, will yer be entertained wich ſcorn 
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and obloquy ; Take him away, he is not fit to live, faies the enra- AR. 22.24; 


ged Jew;He is a Babler,and an impertinent Prater,ſaies the learned 
Arhenian : A meer Fanatich, ſaies Feftw; in ſhort, withour 
enquiring whether the ReſurretF;on, thus declared, be poſſible or 
not; we haſtily conclude that it is impoſſible ; and upon that 
undoing Preſumption raſhly venture upon our own Danna» 
rion. 

And ſo much for the ſecond Obſervation. 


The Third Obſervation was, That che Do&rine of the Re- pg, ;, 


furreRion, however Incredible it may ſeem to Natural men, yer 
It is in it ſelf highly credible, and may be evinced, even by thar 
which Natural men do moſt prerend ro, and that is Reaſon.Novy 
the credibility of it will appear from theſe three Arguments : 

I, Tris Pofible,ic may be ; God can do ir. 


II. Tis neceſſary, it mult be; There is no Providence 


Without it. 
H III, It 


Reaſon | 
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III. Ir isevident and certain that it hith been; and ſo 
w_g been, as Withal it demonſtratively proves that it ſhall 
© 
The Firſt A-gumenr, which. proves the Doftrine of the Re- 
furrection Credible, 1s the Poſſibility of it, 1c may be ; and this 
mult be well weighed, in oppolition tothe 7%. or How of natu- 
rall men, who think it implies a con:radiction, that a body fo 
ſcattered and diſperſed ( one man ſometimes feeding upon ano- 
ther,and fo confounding the Integral parts of both ) ſhould ever 
be reſtored again,and thence conclude ic impotliblezas Celſzs the 
Epicurean Phileſopher, and others. 
Now the Reſurrection will appear poſſivle, upon a twofold 
account. 
I, In reſpe& of God,who raiſeth the Body.. 
2, In reſpeR of the Body, which.is raiſed by him. 

1. The Refurre&ion is pollible, in reſpect of God who rai- 
ſeth the Body ; be is able to doit ; which is intimated here by 
our Apoltle, Why, ſaith he, is it judged incredible with you, that 
God ſheuld raiſe the dead: As 1f he had ſaid, did we.afirm, that 
the body of man, like Plants, did riſe by any Seminal and Pro- 
lick vertue of its own, then-none would wonder if you did de- 
ride and disbelieve us :. But we reach no ſuch DoErine, we only 
affirm, that Ged will raiſe the dead by an immediate A of his 
Omniporence : And then, why ſhould this appear credible ra 
you ? For cannot God do whatever he pleaſes ? What ſhould 
hinder him, that he eannoc as well raiſe the Deid, as make the 
Living ? Ir is with this, chat Ged himſelf doth-hilence-Sarahs 
ſcruples :. 1s any thing too hard for the Lord ? With this he doth 
repreſs Moſes Diffidence, Who hath made mans mouth ? Or who 
mketh the deaf or dumb , the ſeeing or the blind.? Is ut not 1 the 
Lord? As if he had ſaid, I that have done the greater, am I'nor 
able to do the leſs ? I who have made mans mouth, am nor I 
ab'e ro diſpoſe and fit it for what ends I pleaſe ? With this the 
Angel doth relieve Zfaries ſurprize and wonder, when (upon 
che promiſe that ſhe ſhould conceive a child , without the 
knowledge of a man, which certainly was every whit as impoſſi- 

ble as that T am treating of ) ſhe began toſtageer and Heſitate a 
lictle, 37;h God, ſaith the Angel, zothing ſhall be. impoſſible and 
for: 


TY 
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for a further rengrhening of her Faich, Elzabeth encourages 


her from her own experience, Bleſſed ts ſhe that believeth ; for VEH« 


there (hall be a performance of thoſe things which were told her from 
the Lord, For, who is there that will preſume to ſer limits to 
Gods Power ? Or, that dare ſay to an Almighty Agent, hither- 
to canſt thou come, bur no farther ? He that dares be guilty of ſo 
bold and blaſphemous an Aſertion, mult likewiſe alloy this 
contradiction, that a Finite Agent cxnconceive the utmolt of an 
Infinite and Incomprehenbble Perfeton. As therefore inthe 
Queſtion, concerning Mans Freemill, and Gods Predeter mination 
of Future Contingencies, I have by exrerienice found it,that the 
belt way to reconcre theſe two, is to deny neither, but to charge 
all doubts upon Gods Ommſcience : For it 15, and will be a doubr, 
which nore bur a Divine and All-knowing Underſtanding can 
reſolve, How Man ſhould 4 Freely, ( as we are conſcious to 
our ſelves that we do!) and yer not the leaſt Action we co, but 
was Predeſtined by God from all Erernity z which nor only plain 
Fexts of Scripture, bur the Truth of Philoſophy, and the bare 
ſeries and ſubordination of Cauſes doth clearly demonſtrate. 
Here, inſtead of tiring out our ſelves with vain Reaſoning, and 
Uncharicable Reviling ; the ſafelt and moſt prudent way is, to 
ſhelter our ſelves under Gods Omsniſcience,for it is diguus Numine 
Nod ; and we cannot better diſcover our own Humility, or 
oive God the glory of his Knowledge, than if we confels, that 
ctere areſome things which only he can underſtand. Soin the 
diſpute concerning the Reſurreftivn, when doubts ariſe, as too 
often they'will ; and the more we think of it, the ſtronger and 
the more puzling will the Objections be ; here the belt way will 
be to have recourſe to Gods Omnipoence, and to believe firmly, 
that God is eaſily able ro do more than Man can conceive. Thus 
did the Apoſile Peter anſwer thoſe Scoſfers, who began to que- 
ſion whether our Saviour would make good his Promiſe in com- 


ing to judge the World : The, ſaith he, they are willingly ignorant ® Pet.3 5, 


of, that by the Word of God the Heavens were made of old. As1t he 
had ſ:id, Theſe men have no reaſon to look upon Chriſts judg- 
ing the World,and deſtroying it by fire, as ſoincrediblea thing ;, 
for when God made it out of nothing, he did produce a greater 
Wonder, So lex us not doubt but God 1s able to recover our” 
oy "A. ſcattered 
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fcattered Duſt, where- ever it is lodged inthe bowels of the 
Earch 3 who-did extradt this admirable Frame of all things our 
of the wombe. of Nothing, 
2, The Reſurre&ion.is Poſſble, inreſpect of the Body which. 
15 to-be raiſed, for that hath already paſled a greater change than 
the Reſurrection doth amount to : Since to paſs from noching to 
ſomething 1s a much greater change, than þarely to paſs from 
Death to Life: Yet one we havealready experttented,and why 
ſhould we then doubt or deſpair of the other ? This Holy men in 
Scripture do often refle& upon, Ha#t thon not, ſaich Joh, poured 
we ont as Milk, and crudled me like Cheeſe ; thon haſt cloathed 
me with Skin and Fleſh, aud haſt fenced me with Bones ai:d Smems ; 
T hou haſt granted me life, &c. So that what he ſpeaks a little 
before, Remember, 1 beſeech thee, that thow ha#t made me as the. 
clay, and wilt thon bring me ito nit agam ? may be inverted thus, 
God hath made us as the Clay, and cannot he bring us out of the dnt 
again? So David, 1 mill praiſe thee, ſaith he, for 1 ans fearfully 
and wonderfully made ; my ſubſtance was not hid from thee, when 1 
was made m ſecret, when 1 was curiouſly wrought 11 the loweſt parts 
of the Earth ;. wherein he eloquencly deſcribes the wonderful 
Art whereby God had made-him : And cannot he repair theſe 
buildings of fleſh and bloud wich the ſame-eaſe with which at 
Arſt he reared them ? Let him that doubts ask himſelf chis que-. 
tion, Was there not a time when once I was not { As David, 
My members in continuance, Or ſucceſſively, were faſhioned, when as 
yet there was none of them, And as GoJ, withour my taking care, 
without the expence ſo- much as of a Miracle did joyn and ce- 
ment theſe pieces ; did call for his Wind, and breath life into 
them ;. did pur in a portion of his Spirit into them, and give 
them unde:(tanding : So when they are ſevered, cannot he re-. 
call and reunite them ? Eſpecially, fince the Parts of our diffol- 
ved earth they are ſcattered only, they are nor-loſt ; Thrown up 
and down, in a ſeemingly careleſs manner, but tif they are un- 
der the eye of an All-ſecing Providence, and laid up like ſacred 
Reliques, © mis 7 dev 72puci715, 1 Gods ftore-houſe, to be fetched 
eut thence when the Heavens ſhall be ns more ; Which 1s an An- 
fwerto Job's Melancholy; Mar, ſaith he, lieth down, and riſeth 
mat tithe. FHgavens: bene mereghey ſhall awaks, ner be raiſed = 
je” 
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of their exp. Now we afe tuight,thatebe Heavens ſhall be no more; * Pet 3: 


and thar is the time appointed for this Reſurre&ion, 


The Second Argument Which makes: the ReſurreRion ſeem Reaſon 


credible,.is from the neceflity of. it ; It. mult be, there would be 
no Providence withour it. For the RefurreRion: ferves to de- 
monltrate tio prime Attribuces of God, without yhich neicher 
God could be honoured, nor the World coverned.. 
r. It demonſtrates Gods Mercy, 
2, It demonſiraces Gods Juliice., 
1. The Reſurrection demonſtrates Gods Mercy : For God 
hath appointed this orderinthe World, that every thing ſhould 


have a kind of Reſurredtion. The Sw, faith Solomon, ariſeth, E11.5:7- 


ad the Sun goeth down, and haſteneth to the place where he aroſe. 
And, #mo the place fron mhencs the Rivers came,  thuber they re- 
twrn again. Thus Day dies into Night,and Night rifes into Day + 
Winter is the Death of the Year, and Spring 1s its Reſurrection. 
And many more ſuch like in{tances there are in Nature, Now 
it would not be ſuited ro th2 Grace and Mercy of our God, thac 
every thing ſhould ſwos pats maanes, . have its Turns and Returns, 
and the Noblelt Creature of all, Man, ſhould be akogecher ex- 
emp:ed / That every thing elſe ſhould have alternate changes, 
and be repaired by dying,and Mans body only ſhould he huddle& 
up in the Horrour of Ecernal Night #* Sure that merciful Father, 
who ſhewed ſo much. curious ArchiteRure in contriving this 
Body, did not intend it ſhould AR a Part only upon-this ſhore 
Scene of Life ; for then certainly he would nor have conjoyned 
it with a Gueſt which looks and breiths after nothing bur Im- 


mortaliry. Our Saviour, prophecying of that Progreſs his Goſpel J9b.12-24- 


ſhould make after his decerfe, compares himſelf ro a Corr o 
Wheat, which if it fall into the ground,aud dye ant, it abidth alone + 
but if it dye, u brmgeth forth mach fruit. And the Apoltle, when 
tha queſtion was asked, How are the Dead raiſed up ? Replies 
preſently, Thou Fool, that which thou ſoweſt is uot quickened except. 
# dye; 1mplying it to be nothing elſe bur direct Folly, ro que- 
ion that which in a thing ſo obvtous as the ſowing of Corn,. 
might be concluded nor only Poſſible but Neceſſary : Since 
Man 1s beyond many grains, and more eſpecially the Obje& of- 
Gods care. and. Compaſſion : For. yrhoſe. InftcuRtion he hath - 
ſcattered. 
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ſcattered about the World ſo many Preludiums and Riidiments 
of a better Reſurreftion. 

2, The ReſurreQion is neceſſary, becauſe it demontiirates 
Gods Jultice. Wereit not for Furure Judgment, nothing would 
be ſo full of Confuſion and Diſorder as the World. This Earth, 
in che preſent Polity and Frame of it; is nothing elſe bur a 
meer. Chaos, where Vice and Iniquity thrive, as in cheir own 
ſoyl, bur Virtne and Piety do find neicher Place nor Pco:eRi- 
on. It mult be 3#c6# #2, Thar day of Reckoning to be reveal'd 
in Fire, which mult abſolve Providence, and ſcatter thoſe Miſts 
wherewith the beauty of it 1s now obſcured and ſtained. Ir is 
this that muſt Rop men 1n their Carierof ſin, and keep them 
honelt in the dark : For in that ſacred Irony of the Wiſe man; 
Rejoyee, O young man, in thy youth, and walk, in the waies of thy 
heart. and in the git of thy eyes : but know thou, that for all theſe 
things God will bring thee to judgement ; Which 1s all one as if he 
had ſaid, Go young man,fin it thou dareft, for thou mult here- 
after come to judgement. In this world, All things come alike to 
all ; God ſcatters his good things with an undiſtinguiſhing hand, 
tanquam Miſſilia Colt, as his Largeſſes, and ſigns of his promiſcu- 
ous Bounty, rather than marks ot his eſpectal Love. Bur future 
Judgement is Gods ſevering time, called by the Apollle, the 
time &mragracutwos miyTw?, 1, C, of ſetting all things right ; of pla- 
cing _ ching upon its proper Baſis, and giving all their due. 
Now to this the Reſurrection of the body 1s neceſlary, For we 
wort all appear, ſaith the Apolile  Panl, before the 7 ndgement-Seat 
of Chriſt, that every one may recerve the things done in his body, ac- 
cording to that he hath done, whether i be good or evill. In the Law 
we find, That the ſoul that ſinneth muit dye; and ir is moſt juſt, 
that the body which did joyn 1n the fin, ſhould likewiſe partake 
in the puniſhment. Thoſe dear Allies were nor ſeparated in 
their good or evill doing, and therefore there 1s no reaſon they 
ſhould be diltin& in their Reward. 7 carry about me, ſaith the 
A-oftle. the dying of the Lord Jeſus, (1.e. I lead a kind of dying 
and Calamitous life for his ſake ) char ſorhe life alſoof Jeſus might 
be manifeſted in my mortal F leſh. In requrtal of all our Indigni- 
ties, Impriſonments, Fallings, &c. it the ſoul only ſhould be 
olorified, we [hould not have afull rewarg.; which 1t 1s our = 
00 
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lookafrer. And therefore this Hand, this Tongue, this Eye, 
T his, whateverit is, whereby God hath been eicher provoked or 
honoured, ſhall be quickned again, and pur 1nto the poſleflion of 
a never-dying life, and fitred for the enjoyment of eternal either 
Joy or Torment. 

Thirdly, The Laſt Argument which. makes the Dodtrine of Reaſon 2, 
the Reſurrection credible, is from the evidence and certainty 
of it, fince it hath been ſo, as that withall ic neceſſarily implies 
that it ſhall be. For Chrifl 1s Riſen, and taken polleſſion of glo- 
ry, not only for himſelf, but for his Followers. Now if Criſt be 
preached, as the Apoſtle argues, that he roſe from the Dead, how 
ſay ſome among you, that there 1s no Reſurrettion of the dead? ASifg 
he had ſaid, It you barely conſidered the Reſurrection in ic ſelf, ,p * 7 
you might then have ſomerhing. to. plead in rhe excuſe of your 
Unbelief, but fince Chriſt # Riſer, there 1s no-longer any room 
leftfor the leaſt diſpute about it. For Chriſt 1s riſen, either as a 
Jaage, or as an Head ; and therefore all mult riſe,, the wicked, 
co.be condemned ; the faithful, ro be ſaved by him. 

The Uſe of this may ſerve todemonſitrate two things : 

I, The Reaſonableneſs of Chriſtian Faith. 
2. The Neceſſity of Chriſtian Life. | 

This ſerves to demonlirate the Reaſonableneſs of. Chriſtian ſe r, 
Faith : As when God would convince the Heathen, thart their 
Idols were not Gods, he challenges them to.produce their frog 
Reaſons, and toprove their Cauſe by Arguments.> Shew,. ſaith 
he, the things that are to cone hereafter, that we may know. that ye Ta-41.23+- 
are Gods ; yea, do good, or do evill, that we may be diſmaied, i.e. If 
ye are indeed,as your Worſhippers ſuppoſe, Gods, then ſhew ic 
by thoſe infa!lible and unalterable figns of. a Diery, wiz. Your 
Preſcience, and your Power. So may a Chriſtian. ſay in this Caſe, 
he may and onght to challenge the unbelieving World to produce 
their ſtrong Reaſons to declare their Cauſe, and to ſee whether 
chey have ſo much to ſay, even in point of Reaſon,. for the mo 
clear and un.queltioned part of their Opinion,, as we havefor the 

mott co nt radicted of ours. For a Chrittian ſhould nor ſatisfie 
himſelf with a bare and naked Piith, grounding himſelf either 
upon Tra dicion,or the credit of hisTeachers,bur he ſhould labour 
fo; himſe IE. co- know both what,. and why he believes. It.iza 
general. 
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general Rule the Apoſtle Perer gives, Bee alwaies reaty topror 
an actmunt of your Fanh to every oxethat asks you. And Our yavi- 
out though he did preſs his Followers to believe on him ; yer he 
never did require from them, «A920 & oBelvrery wigw, as the Hea- 
then falſly objeQed : 1.e. An unreaſonable and Untried Faith ; but 
whereever he gives the Command he alleadges ar the ſame time 
Reaſons ſuſcienr to convince the molt obſtinate gainſayer, ſuch 
are the heavenlineſs of his Language, Had ! nor, ſaith he, come 
and ſpoke no them, they had not hail ſis ; but mow they have no clonk. 
fer therr ſin ; For his words, by their own confeſſion, were ſuch us 
#ever any man ſpake, and catried a clear Reſemblanceto the bo.iy 
he rook, as being meſt humble in tile, and molt ſublime in 
ſenſe. And therefore he complains of them, hy, ſaith he, 
do ye not krow MeAearizey, 1, e diſcern who 1 amby my manner of 
diſcourſe amongit yo; for certainly ſuch words could not pro- 
ceed from one who camero deceive the world ; as thoſe replied, 
Theſe are nat the words of him that hath a devil. Another Ar- 
oumMent our Saviour uſes ro induce them to believe was his 
Works, Which Nicodemus confeſſeth were ſuch as never avy man 
did. And our Saviour doth often appeal ro their Teſtimony, as 
where he ſaies, 7 have a greater witneſs than that of John, for the 
works which the Father hath given me to finiſh, the ſame works that 
1 do , bear witneſs of me, that the Father hath ſent me. And again, 
If 1 had nt done among them the works which no other man did,they 
had not had ſin. Burt, that which our Saviour moſt infifted upon 
was the Scriptures, to them he refers the Jews ; our of theſe 
do the Apaſtles alcogerher argue ; and ro the ſearch of theſe are 
all conjoyn*d ; and ſtill we can ground our belief upon their Te- 
timony, Wharever we boaſt of 15 not Faich but Fancy, and will 
not kold out in a time of Triall, Then the ſoul canonly fit 
down ſatisfied, when by comparing the Predi&:ons of the Old 
Seſtan:ent with the fulfillings of the New, it can ſubſcribe proba- 
1meſt, 1 have examined, and find1t true. 

Now, becauſe rhis is a matter of very great importance, and 
yet too much negleRted, therefore I ſhall preſs it upon theſe 
I. This will ſweeren our Obedience. Till we are ſatisfied as 


Men, we can never-obey as Chriſtians ; For Faith is nothing 
elſe 
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elſe but another kind of Reaſon, whoſe Batis and Foundation is 
laid in humility ; Therefore the Apoſtle calls rhar great Aion 
of a Chriſtian, when he doth nor, as in the Old Law, ſacrifice 
an Oxe, but himſelf up to God, Azztany Aurpeer, a ſermice ſuit- 
ing 15 45 reaſonable Creatures, In things of Art, the hands will 
not do what the head doth not direct ; ſo 1n ſpiricual things, we 
quite miltake our way, if we think of going blindfold and hood- 
winck*d to Dury, Ignorance and Implicite Obedience is a fic 
Sacrifice for the devil, whoſe kingdom 1s founded in darkneſs, 
when as Regeneration is nothing elſe but revewed Light : And 
the clearer Diſcoveries are made to the Underſtanding, the 
more pliant and obedient is the Will, and the more eafie doth 
it find the Yoke, For this end, 1s Preaching and Propheſying 
in a known Tongue commanded, that there might be a Race 
of knowing Chriltians. And Pax! would not ſo much as Sig, 
or Pray, ordo any other Act of Religious Worſhip, with his 
Spirit only, but with his Underſtanding alſo. There cannot be 
a greater brand caſt upon any ones devotion, than zo warſhip they 
know nit what ; for that is that wRich our Saviour doth eſpecially 
blame the Samaritans for. 

2, Thisis the belt way to win upon others. And this princi- 
pally concerns Miniſters of the Goſpel ; whom I may ask, jn 
che Apoſtles words : T hou that teacheſt another, wilt thou not teach 
thy ſelf ? Thou who commandeſt another to believe, yilt thou 
not give him a Reaſon, why he ſhould believe, and ſo leave him 
without excuſe? Thus the Apoſile bids Timothy be an example 
co the Faithful, © A%ys 1.C, 1#reaſonng : and gives this general 
charge, that a man of God muſt be apt to teach, ;n meekneſs inftru- 
ing thoſe that oppoſe themſelves. There are indeed ſome men 
of diſeaſed minds, who have quenched in themſelves all Prin- 
ciples, by which they may recover and be enlighrened. Bur 
cliere are 1n the World many ſober Diſſenters, who Rand of 
f:0m embracing Chriſtianity, meerly from the apprehenſions 
t1Ey nave, that the Teners of 1c are Abſurd and Unreaſonable ; 
Juch as theſe mult be won by Argument. Thus Pay! dealt wich 
the Athenians, viho, when they defited to be better informed of 
his Doctrine, h2 makes a molt excellent diſcourſe to them con- 
cerning Providence, and clears by unanſwerable Reaſon, that 
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their way of Worſhip was falſe, becauſe it begot in mens minds 
low and mean opinions of the Deity, as if he were confined to 
Place, or did take delight in outward Repreſentations. Thus 
did our Saviour deal wich Nicodeyzus. In ſhort, Ignorance in 
a Goſpel-Teacher 1s acpiral crime ; for onr Saviour, when ever 
he preached, he did it with this Preface, Hear and Hnderſtand ; 
and when his Diſciples, were ſomewhar dull of Apprehenſion, 
he ſharply reproves them, «4#wir x; vueis & avveror ig?, What are 
you, Whom I delign ro be Lights and Guides of the World 
withont Underſtanding. 

3. The want of this, 1s the cauſe why Chriſtians ſtand ſo 
much at a tay, and makeno better Progreſs. Total Ignorance is 
a certain ſign of Perdition, If our Goſpel, ſaith the Apoſtle, be 
hid,it is hid to them that are lot. Partial Ignorance is a fign of 
weakneſs, for there is that Light, that Evidence in our Religj- 
on, that if it be followed, 1t will alwates fill the mind with f;eſh 
Diſcoveries. They who firſt read the Scriptures, are like ſuch 
that ſee a glorious Palace at a diſtance, iris wrapped up ina 
Miſt, and the Beauty of ir lies concealed ; but the nearer we 
approach,& the more intently we view it,the more 1s the Luſtre 
of it manifeſted. The World, 7.e. Carnal men, do count the 
Goſpel Meeizy, an Idoll, anda Fool:ſhthing ; but Paultells us, 
and all rrue Believers find it to be the /iſdome of God, a Plot 
laid from all Eternity ; for the effefting of which the World 
was made ; and when the Myſtery of Salvation, there declared, 
1s perfeted, the World ſhall be laid aſide as an uſeleſs Scene. 
Chriſt, to invite our Study, doth ſtile himſelf the L1ghe of the 
World; and who doth not ſee, thar all who are not enlightned 
by him are covered wich Darkneſs, Uncertainty, and doubting? 
But Jchn calls our Saviour A%2y, z.e. in the proper fgnification 
of the word, Reaſes, he being that Eternal Fountain, from whom 
true Reaſon ſprung ; and by whom our loſt and ruin'd Reaſon is 
repaired. The Spirit, ſaith the Apoſtle, ſearcherh the depths of 
Ged; 1.e. the Spirit of God in man, makes him unquier and 
reftleſs in his ſearch , till he hath Counded thoſe depths, which 
the Ienorant and Lazy World paſs haſtily over. How eaſily by 
this light would thoſe Miſts, about Incarnation, Providence, Re- 
ferrefion, &c, Which to this day perplex the diſputing world, ” 
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all diſperſed and ſcattered?As co this laſt,the Apotle here is very 
Poſitive, that he would venture all upon a Diſpute, and that the 
bell reaſon ſhould carry it, 

The ſecond Uſe is © ſhe the Neceflity of Chriſtian Life ; 
and this is ſo clear from the Premiſes, that it nezd not belong 
inſiſted on. For, Jf the Dead riſe not, the conſequence which 
Paul brings in wicked men making 1s very Natural, Let ws eat 
and drink, for to morrow we ſhall dye. Buriif the dead riſe, then 
Peter hach made a Rational Inference, The end of all things us at 
hand, let 14 be ſober, and watch unto Prayer. For the timeis com- 
ing, when the hidden things of our ſhame ſhall be brought to light ; 
this certainly, if once believed, would keep us honelt in the 
dark z one Sermon abour it made Felcx tremble, though,being a 
Roman,his Unbelief made him careleſs ; and his calling valiant. 
Did bur men once give rhemſelves leave to think of ir, they 
would nor ſo ſpend their daies, as if they had nothing bur this 
Inch of time to provide for. For as our ſouls are alwates on the 
wing ; ſoour bodies are not entirely our own ; bur hereafter to 
be reſumed again, and made either Cages for Unclean, or Man- 
ſions for Glorified Spirits, And therefore that unchangeable 
ſare, into which they ſhall once paſs, ts by all wiſe and knowing 
men moſt to be ſecured. So that I ſhall conclude in the words 
of the Prophet Hoſea : Who t wiſe, and he ſhall underſtand theſe 
things ? Prudent, and he ſhall know theme ? For the wares of the Lord 


are right, and the Tuſt ſhall walkin thems : but the Tranſgreſſour ſhall 
fall therein, 
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